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Britain  puts  Mu-Cron  first  when  it  comes  to 
effective  relief  from  catarrh. 

And  we're  pleased  to  say  that  pharmacies 
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Dequadin  throat  lozenges  are  both  anti- 
fungal and  anti-bacterial. 

Which  makes  them  one  of  the  most 
effective  OTC  sore  throat  remedies. 

Last  winter,  we  ran  an  award-winning 
national  press  campaign  which  proved  so 
effective  that  both  volume  sales  and  brand 
share  increased  in  the  peak  winter  sales  period.* 

This  year,  we're  repeating  that 


campaign,  reaching  84%  of  adults  an  average 
of  11  times  throughout  the  winter  period. 

We're  also  offering  you  heavy  bonuses 
plus  a  unique  high  quality  dispensing  unit 
withshowcard. 

So  make  sure  you  stock  and 
recommend  Dequadin  for  sore  throats. 

Miss  out  this  winter  and  you  won't  have 
a  lot  to  say  for  yourself. 
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The  Nuffield  inquiry  into  the 
I    future  of  pharmacy  gets  under 
way  m  earnest  this  week  as  the 
%     "%     committee  makes  its  first  call 
tor  evidence  (p4). 

To  the  invitation  is  appended  a 
suggested  list  of  issues  for  comment  which, 
while  being  declared  "for  guidance  only", 
clearly  shows  the  breadth  of  the  committee's 
intended  investigation-  But  it  also  shows, 
perhaps  inevitably,  a  strong  bias  to  the 
"scientific"  end  of  the  professional  spectrum, 
only  one  or  two  headings  indicate  an 
empathy  with  the  commercial  environment 
m  which  most  pharmacists  practise 

The  committee  itself  is  weak  m  this  area, 
there  being  few  members  obviously 
sympathetic  to  the  view  of  the  profession's 
future  propounded  in  the  NPA's  policy 
document  "Through  the  '80s"  One 
guotation  from  that  document  is 
fundamental  to  its  message:  "it  is  this 
function  as  a  retailer  that  will  continue  to 


^COMMENTL 

make  the  pharmacist  tlie  most  accessible  of 
professional  men  .  .  ." 

The  committee's  pharmaceutical 
representation  is,  however,  Lambeth  rather 
than  St  Albans-based,  and  while  the 
exception,  Mr  Bernard  Silverman  (Boots 
director  of  pharmaceutical  services)  would 
surely  endorse  the  NPA  viewpoint,  his 
committee  colleagues  might  suspect  a 
vested  interest.  It  is  therefore  a  pity  that  the 
NPA  seems  to  have  had  no  input  into  the 
committee's  composition 

The  Association  itself  has  already  begun 
preparing  its  evidence,  but  we  suggest 
those  community  pharmacists  who  believe 
in  the  service  they  offer  from  a  retailing  base 
should  contact  the  committee  individually 
They  can  be  sure  that  those  who  yearn  for 
clinical  "surgery"  pharmacies  next  to,  or 
within  health  centres,  will  have  their  say 

A  new  year  —  and  C&D  is  in  a  new  livery 
It  IS  already  Ihree-and-half  years  since  our 
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last  change,  and  m  a  fast-moving  market  it  is 
important  that  we  should  not  only  keep  right 
up  with  the  times,  but  be  seen  to  do  so. 

Many  of  the  changes  instituted  in  1 979 
have  been  retained  —  particularly  the  clear 
topic  identifications  in  page  headings  —  and 
the  general  "running  order"  of  the  issue  is 
the  same  An  exception  is  the  "People"  page 
facing  the  inside  back  cover,  which  we 
hope  will  develop  over  the  coming  weeks 
and  provide  a  new  focus  for  editorial 
interest 

Subscribers  should  also  notice  an 
increase  in  the  use  of  editorial  colour,  with 
special  emphasis  on  the  designer- inspired 
feature  pages 

We  hope  that  changes  will  make  C&D  a 
brighter  weekly  "read"  and  that  advertisers 
will  also  benefit  from  the  new 
presentation  % 

The  design  concept  is  by      ^  a 
lohn  Clement,  who  joins  C&D 
as  Art  Editor  ' 
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NEWS 


Nuffield  ready  to 
take  evidence 


The  Nuffield  Committee  of  mquiry  into 
pliarmacy  is  ready  to  take  evidence  — 
and  has  produced  a  list  of  topics  on 
which  comment  will  be  welcomed. 

The  committee  (C&D  p408,  September 
10),  IS  inviting  submissions  from  all 
interested  parties,  including  individuals, 
both  inside  and  outside  pharmacy,  and 
hopes  to  receive  them  by  April  30. 

The  committee's  list  of  issues  on  which  it 
would  welcome  information  and  views  is 
described  as  for  guidance  only:  "It  is  not 
meant  to  limit  the  ground  to  be  covered  or 
to  dictate  its  form",  says  the  committee. 

Issues  proposed  for  comment  include; 

1 ,  The  profession  as  seen  by  its  members, 
by  members  of  related  professions  and  by 
the  public. 

2,  Career  prospects  and  |ob  satisfaction  for 
new  entrants. 

3,  Developments  m  the  deployment  of 
pharmacists  m  hospitals  since  the  Noel-Hall 
report  and  subseguent  reorganisations  of 
the  Health  Service,  the  scope  for  further 
developments. 

4,  Contribution  of  the  pharmacist  m 
industry  and  how  this  relates  to,  and  differs 
from,  that  of  other  scientists. 

5,  Changes,  and  likely  future  trends,  in  the 
role  of  the  community  pharmacist. 

6,  The  homogeneity  or  otherwise  of  the 
profession,  the  relationship  of  its  work  to 
that  of  the  pharmacy  technician. 

7,  Developments  in  the  employment  of 
pharmacists  in  health  centres  since  the 
Royal  Commissions's  recommendation  that 
this  should  be  the  subject  of  experiment. 
The  lessons  to  be  learnt. 

8,  Any  gaps  in  the  total  field  of  health  care 
where  the  skills  of  the  pharmacist  are 
needed. 

9,  Relationship  between  the  pharmacist  and 
other  members  of  the  primary  health  care 
team,  particularly  the  GP. 

10,  The  role,  or  potential  role,  of  the 
pharmacist  as:  (a)  monitor  of  prescribing, 
and  of  drug  reactions  and  interactions;  (b) 
adviser  to  the  general  public  on  symptom 
alleviation,  to  patients  on  drug  taking,  and 
in  health  matters  generally,  (c)  clinician:  as 
an  active  member  of  a  health  care  team,  (d) 
scientist:  as  a  repository  of  information  on 
the  nature  and  behaviour  of  drugs 

1  1 ,  The  part  played  by  medicines  m 
therapy,  the  problems  of  drug  interaction, 
the  appropriateness  of  the  classification  of 
drugs  into  POM,  P  and  GSL. 
1 2,  Future  changes  in  scientific 
understanding  of  the  chemistry  of  the  body, 


and  m  the  technology  of  drug 
administration,  that  may  be  expected 
between  now  and  the  end  of  the  century,  for 
example,  the  effect  these  may  be  expected 
to  have  on  the  balance  of  treatment  between 
hospitals,  general  practice  and  self- 
medication,  and  on  the  practice  of 
pharmacy. 

1 3,  Effects  modern  technology  -  eg 
computers  -  may  have  on  the  conduct  of 
primary  health  care  in  general  and  on  the 
work  of  the  pharmacist  in  particular. 

1 4,  Economics  of  pharmacy.  Cost 
effectiveness  m  the  administration  of  drugs; 
effects  of  locating  pharmacists  m  health 
centres,  location  and  ownership  of 
pharmacies,  balance  between  dispensing 
and  other  activities  in  retail  pharmacy, 
effects  of  the  contract. 

15,  Interaction  between,  and  reconciliation 
of,  the  professional  role  of  the  community 
pharmacist  and  his  commercial  activities, 

1 6,  Practice  in  other  countries  and  the 
lessons  to  be  learnt  from  it. 

1 7,  In  the  light  of  all  these  considerations, 
the  appropriateness,  in  terms  of  both 
content  and  timing,  of  education  and 
training  at  present  available  for 
pharmacists. 

The  committee  is  collecting  its  own 
statistical  data  but  says  it  would  welcome 
having  its  attention  drawn  to  any  relevant 
material  which  is  either  unpublished,  or  has 
appeared  in  publications  outside  the 
mainstream  of  pharmacy.  The  committee 
would  be  particularly  interested  to  hear  of 
experiments  and  innovations  m  aspects  of 
pharmacy  practice. 

Copies  of  the  full  text  of  the  invitation 
may  be  obtained  from:  The  secretary  to  the 
pharmacy  inquiry,  Nuffield  Foundation 
Nuffield  Lodge,  Regent's  Park,  London 
NWl  4RS- 

□  The  Rural  Pharmacists  Association  is  to 
discuss  comments  for  the  Nuffield  survey  at 
their  council  meeting  next  week. 

The  council  also  hopes  to  discuss  the 
development  of  the  RPA  fighting  fund, 
fighting  the  temporary  residents  clause,  and 
personal  administration  by  GP's.  The 
president  and  secretary  of  the  British 
Pharmaceutical  Students  Association  have 
been  invited  to  attend. 

H  The  last  two  issues  of  C&D  should  have 
been  numbered  5399  (December  10)  and 
5400  (December  1 7/24/3 1 )  and  not  as 
printed  on  the  masthead. 


Glaxo,  A&H,  DF 
reduce  prices 

Glaxo,  Allen  &  Hanburys  and  Duncan 
Flockhart  have  announced  price  reductions 
lor  some  prescription  products  which  are 
listed  m  this  week's  Price  Supplement, 

A  company  spokesman  said  the 
reductions  are  not  related  to  the  recent 
review  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Price 
Regulation  Scheme  (C&D,  December 
1 7/24/3 1 ,  p  1 085)  or  to  prices  of  parallel 
import  medicines,  "It  is  an  essential  part  of 
the  PPRS  to  regulate  prices  and  we  are,  and 
have  been  over  the  last  1 5  years,  m 
continuous  negotiations  on  prices.  All  price 
changes  are  discussed  and  agreed  with  the 
Department." 


Staffordshire 
needle  match? 

The  Department  of  Health  has  told 
Staffordshire  Family  Practitioner  Committee 
that  single-use  plastic  syringes  should  not  be 
sold  to  NHS  patients  either  by  hospitals  or 
dispensing  doctors.  And  the  DHSS 
reminded  the  FPC  that  diabetic  patients  are 
exempt  from  prescription  charges. 

The  FPC  had  been  approached  by  a 
dispensing  doctor  who  asked  whether  it  was 
legal  for  a  hospital  to  sell  sterile  single-use 
plastic  syringes  to  patients  and  whether  it 
was  in  order  for  a  dispensing  doctor  to  do 
so.  (A  hospital  had  been  selling  plastic 
syringes  to  patients  that  the  doctor  could 
buy  for  £0.85  trade  at  £  1 .30  for  ten, 
presumably  because  of  supply  difficulties 
with  glass  U 1 00  syringes). 


Premises'  fees 
and  penalties 

The  Registration  fees  for  pharmacy 
premises  went  up  on  lanuary  1 . 

The  fee  for  registration  of  premises 
increased  from  £68  to  £72  (from  £35  to 
£37  in  Northern  Ireland)  and  retention  fees 
increased  from  £40  to  £43  (from  £30  to 
£31,50  m  Northern  Ireland), 

The  penalty  for  failure  to  pay  has  gone 
up  from  £29  to  £46  (from  £22  to  £33  in 
Northern  Ireland),  The  changes  were  made 
under  the  Medicines  (Pharmacies) 
(Applications  for  Registration  and  Fees) 
Amendment  Regulations  1983  (SI  1983  No 
1787,  HMSO£0,35), 
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MP  says  stop 
PPA  sales  now 

OTC  sales  of  preparations  containing 
phenylpropanolamine  should  stop 
immediately,  according  to  Labour  MP 
Jack  Ashley. 

The  Government's  proposal  to  restrict 
the  availability  of  OTC  products  containing 
PPA  (Cc5D,  December  3,  1 983,  p  1 0 1 4)  is ' 
to  come  into  effect  m  about  1 2  months.  But 
Mr  Ashley  argued  on  Radio  Four's  "Today" 
programme  on  December  29,  1 983,  that  if 
risks  exist  m  1 2  months  they  must  exist  now 

Mr  Ashley  was  reported  to  believe  that 
companies  were  being  given  time  to  sell  off 
their  stocks.  On  the  programme  Mr 
Kenneth  Clarke,  Minister  for  Health  denied 
that  saying  that  safety  was  his  first  concern. 
"The  problem  has  arisen  because  PPA  has 
caused  problems  when  it  has  been  used  for 
other  purposes  m  much  higher  doses. 

"We  have  no  evidence,  as  far  as  I  am 
aware,  that  these  particular  cold  cures  have 
caused  problems,  but  as  a  precaution  we 
are  suggesting  that  perhaps  the  amount  of 
phenylpropanolamine  in  the  cures  could  be 
reduced,  and  we  are  giving  manufacturers 
time  to  make  representations  to  disprove 
that,  or  to  complain  if  they  feel  there  is  any 
particular  problem,"  said  Mr  Clarke. 

The  Proprietary  Association  of  Great 
Britain,  whose  working  party  is  examining 


the  evidence  for  PPA'S  safety  and  efficacy, 
said:  "We  do  not  anticipate  any  great 
change,  rather  a  fine  tuning  of  levels  of  PPA 
llirough  dosage  and  other  changes" 

Meniey  &  James  Laboratories,  who 
make  Contac  400,  said  that:  "We  are  very 
concerned  at  the  unbalanced  way  m  which 
the  review  of  PPA  was  reported  m  certain 
newspapers.  We  feel  that  the  products 
under  review  should  be  discussed  calmly 
and  rationally  by  those  directly  involved. 
We  can  reassure  all  pharmacists  and  their 
customers  that  Contac  400  has  an  excellent 
safety  record  and  that  we  will  continue  to 
work  with  the  Department  of  Health  to 
reach  an  agreeable  solution  for  the 
product's  future" 

The  company  says  it  will  continue  to 
support  Contac  400  with  usual  levels  of 
consumer  advertising. 
□  Peter  Lowe,  a  Newcastle  pharmacist,  m  a 
letter  to  the  Guardian  recently,  said  that  the 
government  devalues  pharmacists'  advice 
and  encourages  indiscriminate  self- 
medication  by  allowing  advertisement  of 
PPA-based  and  other  Pharmacy  Only 
medicines  directly  to  the  public. 

The  Government  measures  imply  that 
pharmacists  are  not  gualified  to  control  the 
distribution  of  PPA,  he  writes.  "In  this  Alice 
m  Wonderland  regime  it  is  not  surprising 
that  drug  company  profits  are  high,  drug 
dependence  rapidly  increasing  and  health 
care  inefficient.  Nor  is  it  any  wonder  that 
pharmacists  are  disillusioned 


Dr  Dasraith  Rai 


Dr  Dasraith  Rai  of  44  Harley  Street, 
London,  has  appealed  against  a  decision  of 
the  General  Medical  Council  to  remove  his 
name  from  the  Medical  Register  {C&D, 
December  17/24/31  1983,  pl087). 


Meanwhile  his  name  remains  on  tfie 
Register  but  he  is  prohibited,  additionally, 
by  the  Secretary  for  Social  Services,  from 
prescribing,  administering  and  supplying, 
and  from  authorising  the  administration  and 
supply  of:  dipipanone,  dextromoramide 
and  methylphenidate,  any  of  their 
stereoisomeric  forms,  salts,  preparations  or 
products  containing  these  substances. 


'Can't  I  write  labels  until  1  get  my  machine  mended?" 
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Appliance  lisi 
PSNC  advice 


Contractors  should  have  received  an 
advisory  list  of  "Urinary  Incontinence 
Appliances",  which  supplements  the 
heading  "Incontinence  Appliances"  in 
Part  VIA  of  the  Drug  Tariff. 

Any  contractors  who  have  not  received 
a  list  should  contact  their  local  family 
practitioner  committee  immediately,  says 
the  Pharmaceutical  Services  Negotiating 
Committee. 

In  a  statement  PSNC  goes  on  to  say: 
"This  list  is  an  advisory  list  only  and  is 
intended  primarily  as  a  guide  for 
prescribers,  it  is  not  exhaustive  The  prices 
quoted  are  based  on  the  manufacturer's  list 
price  and  should  only  be  taken  as  a  guide. 

"Contractors  are  reminded  that  they  are 
re-imbursed  for  supply  of  incontinence 
appliances  (and  ostomy  preparations)  on 
form  FP 1 0  at  invoice  price  and  are  strongly 
recommended  to  endorse  this  price  on  the 
prescription,  together  with  any  'out  of 
pocket'  expenses  incurred  Alternatively 
attach  invoice  or  copy  invoice  to  relevant 
form  FP  1  0  " 


In  Touch  sets 
up  shop 

Franklin  Medical,  suppliers  of  ostomy 
appliances,  have  set  up  a  centre  for 
ostomists  in  Oxford  stocking  a 
complete  range  of  stoma  appliances 
and  accessories. 

The  centre  is  staffed  by  nurses  able  to 
give  ostomy  advice  to  the  visiting  public 
Called  "In  Touch",  after  the  magazine  for 
ostomists  published  by  the  company,  the 
centre  is  said  to  offer  "second  to  none 
service". 

All  ma]or  manufacturers'  ostomy 
products  are  available  ex-stock,  and  the 
centre  includes  a  fitting  room  and  a 
consultation  room 

The  most  recent  edition  of  In  Touch 
magazine  advises  ostomists  that  appliances 
can  be  "supplied  direct,  discreetly 
packaged,  by  sending  your  prescription  to 
the  centre.  Alternatively  In  Touch  wru.iid  be 
delighted  to  supply  you  via  your  local 
f'hemist". 

In  addition  to  ostomy  services  the  centre 
has  a'  'comprehensive  range  of  products  to 
help  with  home  nursing",  with  items  tor 
pregnancy  and  childcare,  incontinence, 
general  nursing,  and  books  and  literature 

The  centre  is  said  to  be  purpose-built  in 
the  town  centre 
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MSO  to  monitor 
drugs  via  GPs? 

The  Medicines  Surveillance 
Organisation  is  hoping  to  establish  a 
network  of  up  to  3,000  GP  practices  in 
the  UK  to  monitor  medicines  in  use. 

The  MSO  was  set  up  3  years  ago  by  the 
Royal  College  of  General  Practitioners  to 
undertake  post-marketing  surveillance  of 
medicines  in  general  practice  and  clinical 
trials  of  new  medicines. 

Dr  Alastair  Donald,  chairman  of  MSO, 
acknowledges  the  contribution  made  by  Dr 
Inman,  at  Southampton  University,  and 
Professor  Paul  Grob,  at  Surrey  University, 
in  developing  the  "electronic  yellow  card" 
system,  and  hopes  that  the  College  will  be 
able  to  integrate  with  them. 

Before  that  objective  could  be  achieved, 
Mr  Donald  said,  it  would  be  necessary  to 
have  industry's  confidence  to  allow  an 
independent  body  to  study  medicines  after 
they  had  been  licensed  for  marketing. 
There  is  no  legal  obligation  for  companies  to 
pursue  such  studies  and  they  would  do  so 
knowing  that  the  College's  assessment 
would  give  as  much  publicity  to 
shortcomings  of  drugs  as  to  their 
advantages,  Mr  Donald  explained. 

However,  a  number  of  manufacturers 
have  approached  the  MSO  to  undertake 
studies  of  major  new  products  over  the  next 
two  or  three  years.  The  MSO  is  also 
considering  a  study  assessing  the  guality  of 
life  of  patients  before  and  after  using 
medicines. 


Holistics' 
council 


The  recently-formed  Holistic 
Pharmacists'  Association  has  elected 
its  first  officers  and  council. 

Although  the  chairmanship  has  yet  to  be 
decided,  the  vice-chairman  is  to  be  Dr 
Robert  Woodward  and  the  secretary  and 
treasurer  is  Mr  A.  S.  Pmkus,  48  The  Dene, 
Wembley,  Middlesex  (telO  1-902  6554,  or 
daytime  0923  774  7 1 5).  Council  members 
are  Mrs  Sheila  Woodcock,  Hanif  Nazarali, 
Gerald  Collins,  and  Ian  Abraham 

A  subscription  of  £  1 5  a  year  has  been 
decided  and  chegues  should  be  sent  to  Mr 
Pinkus.  The  Association  hopes  to  issue  a 
newsletter  m  February  and  is  considering 
production  of  lecture  tapes  as  a  means  of 
educating  pharmacists  in  holistic  medicines. 

The  HPA's  inaugural  meeting  of  the 
Association  was  held  on  October  1  2  (C&D 
October  1,  p565). 
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bar  was  in  opera- 
tion at  Waterloo  Station  in  the  run-up  to 
Christmas,  offering  passing  commuters  a 
free  shave-on-the-move.  Carole  and  Kika 
decked  themselves  out  m  top-hat-and-taiis 
for  the  occasion,  wliile  key  account  dealer 
John  Abrahams  looked  on. 


Help  with 
nappies 


The  newly -formed  Nappy  Advisory  Service 
is  offering  to  provide  pharmacists  with 
information  on  skin  hygiene  for  babies  and 
use  of  towelling  nappies. 

The  NAS  was  set  up  by  Ashton  Brothers, 
who  manufacture  the  Zorbit  range  of  terry 
nappies  and  baby  goods,  Unilever, 
manufacturers  of  Persil  and  Comfort, 
Helene  a  manufacturer  of  waterproof  pants, 
and  a  health  visitor  consultant 

Spokesperon  for  the  NAS  is  Mrs  Jean 
Talbot  from  the  Sylvia  Meredith  Health 
Education  Advisory  Service. 

The  NAS  has  been  set  up  m  response  to 
numerous  claims  made  about  the  different 
types  of  nappy,  Mrs  Talbot  says.  It  will  try  to 
provide  "the  hard  facts  and  figures"  on  the 
economics  of  nappy  use  and  advise  on  the 
best  type  of  nappy  to  use  in  a  given 
situation.  Pharmacists  can  contact  Mrs 
Talbot  on  01 -644  8328. 


Script  costs 

The  annual  number  of  prescriptions 
dispensed  rose  4  million  m  the  past  five 
years,  to  reach  31  1 .7  million  in  1982-83. 
Cost  of  drugs  and  appliances  involved 
increased  from  £519  5m  to  £934. 3m  per 
year  in  the  same  period. 

Costs  have  shown  a  steady  increase 
since  1978-79,  although  prescription 
numbers  were  falling  until  1982.  This 
information  was  given  to  the  House  of 
Commons  in  a  written  answer  from  Health 
Minister  Kenneth  Clarke. 


Option  forms 
GMSC  reminder 

Medical  members  of  Family 
Practitioner  Committee  dispensfeg 
subcommittees  are  to  be  reminded  ©t 
the  rules  which  govern  appllcatlem  ieyt 
general  medical  services  by  the 
public. 

C&D  understands  the  General  Medical 
Services  Committee  of  the  British  Medical 
Association  decided  on  this  action  at  its 
December  meeting.  It  had  been  advised  of 
the  difficulties  some  dispensing 
subcommittees  were  having  in  agreeing  an 
appropriate  form  for  a  patient  to  recfuest  the 
pharmaceutical  services  of  a  doctor.  Some 
pharmacists  had  been  insisting  the  form 
should  be  signed  by  all  family  members 
over  the  age  of  consent  reguiring 
dispensing  services  —  and  registered  with 
one  doctor  —  rather  than  one  signed  form 
per  family. 

The  dispensing  subcommittees  are  to  be 
reminded  of  Regulation  1 4  of  the  NHS 
(GMP)  Regulations  1974;  "Subject  to 
Regulation  1 8,  application  to  a  doctor  for 
inclusion  m  his  list  shall  be  made  by 
delivering  to  the  doctor  a  medical  card  or  a 
form  of  application  signed  (in  either  case)  by 
that  person  or  person  authorised  on  his 
behalf". 


RDC  progress 

St  Columba  Parish  Council,  Cor^swelL 
is  to  oppose  the  application  t© 
dispense  by  local  doctors  to  th©  M.m&l 
Dispensing  Committee. 

At  a  special  meeting  at  which  detailed 
presentations  of  both  sides  of  the  case  were 
heard,  the  1 2  councillors  voted 
unanimously  to  oppose  the  doctors' 
application,  according  to  a  report  m  the 
Cornish  Guardian. 

Several  councillors  said  public  opinion 
feared  that  any  action  to  reduce  the  number 
of  prescriptions  dispensed  at  the  local 
pharmacy  would  result  in  its  closure. 
Chairman  Mr  Ian  Smith  will  represent  the 
Council  at  the  RDC  inguiry. 

The  Rural  Dispensing  Committee  has 
given  the  go-ahead  for  a  new  pharmacy  to 
open  m  Thornton  Dale,  near  Pickering, 
North  Yorks,  early  this  year. 

The  shop  will  be  run  by  Mrs  Hannah 
Wright,  whose  husband  runs  Wrothwell 
Chemists  in  Market  Place,  Pickering,  and 
who  used  to  run  similar  shops  in  Helmsley 
and  Kirkbymoorside,  North  Yorks. 

The  site  of  the  Thornton  Dale  shop  has 
not  yet  been  chosen. 


Push  off! 


Line  up  the  arrows  on  the  cap  and  push  off. 

That's  the  simple  principle  beWnd  Cope 
Allman's  unique  Snapsafe'  containers. 

Bottles  or  vials  —  you  won't  find  a  more 
cost  effective  CRC  on  the  market.  Nor  safer, 
because  all  Cope  Allman's '  Snapsafe' 
containers  conform  to  British  Standard 5321 
and  the  Pharmaceutical  Societies  to 
voluntaiy  agreement  on  solid  dose  dispensing. 


So  if  the  competition  comes  round  offering 
you  anything  else  —  feel  free  to  quote  our 
headline! 

For  technical  literature  about  our 
Snapsafe'  range  of  bottles  and  vials  contact 
your  local  stockist  or 

Cope  Allman  Plastics  Limited,  Fitzherbert  Rd, 
Farlington;  Portsmouth  P06  ISD. 
Telephone:  (0705)  370102.  Tfelex:  86512 


Cope  Bllroan 

'Snapsafecontainers 
Thelowest  price  CRCs  on  the  market 
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STOPICAL  REFLECTIONS^™ 

by  Xrayser 


Pharmacists  in 
New  Year 
Honours  list 

A  community  pharmacist,  a  hospital 
pharmacist  and  one  working  in  the 
industry  have  been  honoured  in  the 
New  Year  Honours  list. 

Miss  Elizabeth  A,  Meikle,  FPS,  chief 
administrative  pharmaceutical  officer, 
Greater  Glasgow  Health  Board,  has  been 
made  OBE.  Miss  Meikle,  who  registered  in 
1950,  has  been  a  member  of  the 
Pharmaceutical  Society's  Scottish  Executive 
since  197 1  and  is  currently  the  Executive's 
chairman. 

Mr  Henry  Burlinson,  FPS,  non- 
executive technical  director,  Thomas 
Kerfoot  and  Co,  has  also  been  made  OBE. 
Qualifying  m  1933,  he  joined  the  company 
two  years  later  and  has  worked  there  ever 
:;ince. 

Mr  John  B.  Stephen,  who  has  been  a 
proprietor  pharmacist  in  Calder  Cruix, 
Airdrie,  for  32  years,  has  been  awarded  an 
MBE.  Besides  serving  a  large  area  with  his 
pharmacy,  Mr  Stephen  is  also  much 
involved  locally  with  sport,  particularly 
boxing,  and  m  helping  old  people.  Last  year 
he  was  presented  with  a  clock  by  the  local 
old  people's  association  and  with  a  salver 
from  Monklands  Council  for  his  services. 
Apart  from  doing  his  national  service  in  the 
army,  Mr  Stephen  has  been  in  community 
pharmacy  since  he  qualified  m  1945.  He  is 
married  and  has  a  daughter  who  is  a  nurse. 

Dr  John  Vane,  group  research  and 
development  director,  Wellcome 
Foundation,  has  been  made  a  Knights 
Bachelor  for  services  to  pharmaceutical 
research.  He  won  the  1982  Nobel  Prize  for 
Medicine  for  his  work  on  prostaglandins.  Dr 
Vane  joined  Wellcome  in  1 973  from  the 
Royal  College  of  Surgeons  where  he  had 
been  professor  of  pharmacology. 

Mr  Kenneth  Clarke,  Minister  for  Health, 
has  been  made  a  Privy  Councillor  and  Dr 
Gerard  Vaughan,  MP,  who  was  Minister  for 
Health  1979-82,  has  been  made  a  Knights 
Bachelor. 

Also  honoured  m  the  New  Year  list 
were:  OBE  —  Mr  R.  Adair,  chairman, 
Shetland  Health  Board;  Miss  A.R.  Haygarth 
Jackson,  manager,  literary  services  section, 
ICI  pharmaceutical  division;  Mr  G.F. 
Owens,  district  administrator,  Cornwall  and 
Scilly  Health  Authority;  MBE  -  Mr  A. 
Findlay,  vice-chairman,  Lothian  Health 
Board;  Miss  B.  Hodgson,  personal  assistant, 
T.J.  Smith  &  Nephew,  Mr  W.  Ross, 
administrative  officer,  Glasgow  Health 
Board. 
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This  time  last  year  1  was  commenting  on  the 
response  to  the  forms  we  were  filling  in  for 
diabetic  patients,  giving  details  of  their 
insulin  regimes.  We  handed  them  in  to  the 
clinics  and  ran  our  stocks  down,  expecting 
the  changeover  to  begin.  Yet  now,  a  year 
later,  fewer  than  a  third  of  my  patients  have 
been  changed  to  the  new  100  unit  varieties. 

I  find  it  difficult  to  grasp  why  the 
changeover  has  not  been  completed.  And 
so  do  my  customers,  many  of  whom  also 
expected  to  be  put  on  the  human  insulin. 
The  uncertainties  of  demand  have  made  my 
normal  policy  of  holding  enough  of  each 
variety  for  regular  customers  a  memory  to 
be  recalled  with  nostalgia.  It's  a  wonderful 
thing,  this  progress. 

Got  your  computer  yef?  Neither  have  I. 
My  typewriter  still  bashes  away,  most 
effectively:  I  gave  it  a  ribbon  for  Christmas. 
Labels  at  about  £2  a  thousand,  and  annual 
costs,  say  £  1 0  -  £  1 5  for  what  servicing  it 
might  need.  I  reckon  it's  what  might  be 
called  "cost  effective",  and  better  still  I  can 
fix  it  if  it  gets  gunged  up.  Nor  does  it  lose  its 
memory  if  the  power  fails  or  there  is  a 
voltage  surge.  I  fancy  one  of  the  new 
confusers  mind  you,  but  I'm  just  not  clever 
enough  to  justify  the  cost  of  outlay  and 
service  charges  as  a  saving  when  compared 
with  my  present  system. 

Strange.  I  seem  to  remember  some  talk 
last  year  about  the  Society  blowing  away 
£  1 2,000  of  our  money  on  a  new  piece  of 
graphic  art  to  be  known  as  a  LOGO  which 
would  not  only  be  instantly  recognisable  as 
the  symbol  of  pharmacy  all  over  Britain,  but 
would  elevate  our  status  no  end.  A  real 
bargain  which  we  couldn't  afford  to  be 
without.  I  thought  this  splendid  happening 
was  due  to  afflict  us  towards  the  end  of 
1983  —  October?  What  happened?  Has 
the  scheme  been  pidgeon-holed?  Has  the 
money  been  saved?  I  wonder  

By  how  you  will  have  grasped  I  have 
been  looking  back  at  the  year's  events  to  see 
whether  any  progress  has  been  made. 
Going  back  three  or  four  years  one  is  struck 
by  the  slowness  of  change,  m  spite  of  all  the 
work  and  stirring  we  do  to  advance  the  state 
of  pharmacy.  1  just  stir  of  course,  but  there 
are  others  —  out  there  in  the  darkness  — 
who  do  more  than  that. 

Some  successes  can  be  notched  up,  like 
the  withdrawal  of  Pharmacin,  and  the  NPA 
publicity  campaign,  but  that's  about  it  m 
terms  of  tangible  progress.  There  seems  a 
possibility  that  after  ten  years  of  moaning 
about  the  CD  cupboards  something  is  to  be 
done  to  recognise  the  need  for  overall,  non- 
specific security  requirements  for 
pharmacies. 

PSNC  has  got  off  lightly  over  the  years 


for  ( 1 )  the  unjustifiably  low  upper  limit  set  on 
the  discount  taken  by  DHSS  from  the  larger 
contractors,  and  (2)  their  recent  acceptance 
of  an  averaged  further  snatchback  of  a 
gross  sum  which  had  already  been  repaid  in 
part  as  tax,  and  its  application 
retrospectively  to  people  who  weren't  m 
business  for  part  of  the  time. 

It  seems  to  me  they  were  lifted  off  this 
latter  hook  by  the  efforts  of  the  post  '80 
committee,  which  must  be  galling. 
However,  as  a  positive  advance,  PSNC 
must  now  be  assumed  to  have  a  comitment 
to  obtaining  any  new  contract  with  the 
pharmacist  m  charge  of  each  particular 
pharmacy.  I  would  very  much  like  to  know 
the  "good  authority"  which  Mr  C.  Cleverly 
claimed  to  have  said  "there  will  be  a  formal 
contract  for  pharmacist  contractors". 

But  all  our  criticisms  come  back  to  the 
same  point.  The  lack  of  control  we  have 
over  our  own  profession.  The  rules  devised 
1 00  years  ago  when  the  lines  of 
professionalism  were  beginning  to  be 
marked  out,  are  inadequate  today.  They 
should  have  been  amended  50  years  ago. 
To  be  told  we  cannot  have  change  because 
it  would  require  new  legislation  —  as  if  that 
should  be  the  end  of  the  matter  —  is  the 
most  exasperating  form  of  authoritarianism  I 
know,  hinting  at  a  divme  right  to  keep  us  m 
our  place. 

There  has  to  be  a  far  more  aggressive 
search  for  means  of  change,  and  an 
infinitely  more  comprehensive  picture  of 
what  we  think  we  are  doing  in  our  various 
businesses.  And  from  this,  if  we  want 
change,  we  will  have  to  add  and  subtract  so 
as  to  offer  any  government  a  proposition 
which  will  be  better  than  the  present. 


Speak  up 


Easy  to  say,  but  if  we  want  a  better  future,  is 
it  not  we  who  should  be  producing  the  ideal 
plan,  rather  than  the  politicians  who  only 
impose  their  misunderstandings?  Come  on, 
all  you  thinkers,  you  leaders  of  men,  bring 
out  the  bones  of  your  ideas.  Get  them 
published  now.  Build  yourselves  platforms 
so  your  names  will  be  known  and  your  ideas 
debated.  And  maybe  even  understood? 
(I'm  sure  C&D  will  give  you  some  space.) 

Then,  when  next  Council  elections  are 
held,  we  will  recognise  worth  by  voting  on 
the  basis  of  carefully  worked  out  statements, 
instead  of  having  to  rely  on  the  pathetic 
official  handout,  where  mere  exhortations, 
like  "Don't  fiddle  while  pharmacy  burns  + 
Unite  before  we  perish  +  Speak  with  one 
voice"  have  proved  sufficient  to  give  a  man 
a  seat  on  the  Council  of  the  Pharmaceutical 
Society  of  Great  Britain  for  three  years!  1 
wish  you  a  happy  New  Year 
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Mciouiactoer  Smith  &  Nephew 
Pharmaceuticals  Ltd,  Bampton  Road, 
Harold  Hill,  Romford,  Essex  RM3  8SL 
Description  Greenish-brown,  oil-in-water 
cream  containing  1  per  cent  Stantar  (a  coal 
tar  extract  standardised  to  have  a 
photosensitizing  activity  corresponding  to 
that  of  crude  coal  tar) 
ladicatioas  Sub-acute  and  chronic 
psoriasis  and  eczema 
Administration  Apply  to  affected  areas 
once  or  twice  daily 

Contraindications,  warnings  etc  Not 

recommended  m  generalised  pustular 
psoriasis,  skin  infections,  or  for  patients 
allergic  to  coal  tar.  Should  be  used 
cautiously  in  the  sun  because  coal  tar  can 
sensitise  the  skin  to  UV  light  leading  to 
sunburn.  Remove  completely  before  any 
irradiation  treatment 
Pecks  60g  tube  (£2.65  trade) 
Supply  restrictions  Pharmacy  only 
Issued  January  1 984 


.  ^  ^  shampoo 

Description  A  clear,  brown  shampoo  with 
d  slightly  greenish  fluorescence,  containing 
2  per  cent  Stantar 

fadlcations  Pityriasis  simplex  capitis 
(dandruff),  seborrhoeic  dermatitis  of  the 
scalp  and  psoriasis  of  the  scalp 
Administration  Moisten  hair  and  rub  a 
little  shampoo  into  the  hair  and  scalp.  Rinse 
and  repeat  with  a  heavier  lather.  Leave  in 
hair  for  five  minutes  after  second  application 
and  then  rinse  carefully.  Use  one  to  three 
times  a  week 

Contraindications,  warnings,  etc.  Not 

recommended  for  patients  allergic  to  coal 
tar.  Avoid  getting  shampoo  m  eyes 
Packs  60g  tube  (£  1 .98  trade) 
Sapply  restrictions  Pharmacy  only 
Issw©d  January  1 984 


illcome  go 
with  Nordisk 

Nordisk-UK  has  announced  a  joint  venture 
with  the  Wellcome  Foundation  under  which 
the  Nordisk  range  of  pork  insulins  will  be 
jointly  manufactured  and  marketed  as 
Nordisk  Wellcome  insulins. 

Distribution  will  be  undertaken  by 
Wellcome  from  January  1 .  Trade  orders 
and  inquiries  which  were  held  by  Leo 


Laboratories  Ltd  and  outstanding  on 
December  31,1 983  will  be  transferred  to 
the  Wellcome  for  processing. 

From  January  Nordisk  insulins  will  be 
packaged  as  Nordisk  Wellcome  insulins  and 
will  be  phased  in  as  existing  packs  run  out. 
New  prices  are  notified  in  C&D  Price  List. 
Wellcome  Foundation  Ltd,  Crewe  Hall, 
Crewe,  Cheshire  CWl  lUB. 


Evans  generics 

Two  more  drugs  have  been  added  to  the 
Evans  generic  range.  Glibenclamide  tablets 
are  available  in  2.5  and  5mg  strengths.  The 
2.5mg  tablets  are  white  circular  and 
engraved  ( 1 00,  £5.50),  and  the  5mg  tablets 
are  whute,  capsule  shaped  and  engraved 
( 1 00,  £9.20,  both  prices  trade). 

Erythromycin  suspension  is  available  as 
fruit  flavoured  granules  in  strengths  of 
125mg  and  250mg  per  5ml  (100ml,  £1 .25 
and  £  1 .89  trade  respectively).  Introductory 
offer  prices  are  available  on  both  tablets  and 
suspension  during  January. 

The  following  lOOiuper  10ml  insulins 
are  available  in  10ml  vials;  zinc  suspension 
lente  (£5.30),  isophane  (£5.80),  neutral 
(£5.60).  Evans  Medical  Ltd,  The  Old  Post 
House,  London  End,  Beaconstield,  Bucks 
HP92JH 


Migravess  forte 

Miles  Pharmaceuticals  have  introduced 
Migravess  forte  tablets  (30,  £5.30  trade). 

The  formulation  is  based  on  that  of 
Migravess  tablets  with  the  amount  of 
effervescent  aspirin  increased  to  450mg  per 
tablet  (and  sodium  bicarbonate  increased  to 
1 ,230mg).  The  amount  of  metoclopramide 
remains  the  same  at  5mg. 

Dosage,  indications,  contraindications, 
warnings,  etc,  are  the  same  as  those  for 
Migravess.  Miles  Pharmaceuticals,  Burrell 
Road,  Haywards  Heath,  West  Sussex. 


Sanomigran 


Sanomigran  is  now  available  as  a  clear, 
colourless,  fruit-flavoured  elixir  (300ml, 
£3.83  trade). 

Each  5ml  of  the  elixir  contains  the 
equivalent  of  250  microgram  of  pizotifen 
base.  It  is  sucrose  free.  Sandoz  Products 
Ltd,  PO  Box  No  4,  Calverly  Lane, 
Hors forth,  Leeds  LSI 8  4HP 


Reformulation 
for  Ventolin 

Erythrosme/mdigo  carmine  replace 
amaranth  as  the  colouring  agent  m  Ventolin 
tablets.  The  calcium  sulphate  base  is  also  to 
be  replaced  by  lactose.  As  a  result  the 
tablets  will  be  a  slightly  darker  pink  and 
negligibly  larger. 

Orders  from  January  2  will  be  met  with 
the  new  formulation  which  should  be 
phased  in  without  replacing  current  stock. 
New  packs  are  flashed  "please  note  colour 
change".  Allen  &  Hanburys  Ltd,  Horsenden 
House,  Greenford,  Middlesex. 

Diumide-K 

A  blister  pack  of  30  Diumide-K  Continus 
tablets  (£2.22  trade)  replaces  the  50  tablet 
securitainer.  Napp  Laboratories  Ltd,  Milton 
Road,  Cambridge. 

Malix  tablets 

Lagap  Pharmaceuticals  have  introduced  a 
branded  generic  presentation  of 
glibenclamide.  Malix  tablets  are  white, 
round  tablets  scored  and  marked  "Lagap" 
on  one  side.  They  are  available  as  2.5mg 
( 1 00,  £4.62  trade)  and  5mg  ( 1 00,  £7. 7 1 
trade)  tablets,  Lagap  Pharmaceuticals  Ltd, 
Peasmarsh,  Guildford,  Surrey. 


Rybarvin  pack 
modification 


Rybarvm  inhalant  solution  is  to  be  packed 
with  30ml  per  bottle  instead  of  28ml  to 
reduce  ullage  m  the  neck  of  the  bottle, 
thereby  reducing  the  risk  of  decomposition 
of  adrenaline.  Price,  pack  and  formulation 
are  otherwise  unchanged.  Rybar 
Laboratories  Ltd,  25  Sycamore  Road, 
Amersham,  Bucks  SL6  IRD. 


Distribution  of  the  diuretic  Frusene  has  been 
transferred  from  Britannia  Pharmaceuticals 
to  Rorer  Pharmaceuticals,  the  ethical 
division  of  Radiol  Chemicals  Ltd.  All  orders 
should  now  be  sent  to  Radiol  Chemicals 
Ltd,  Stepfield,  Witham,  Essex. 


10 
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Free  from  anti-histamines,  Triogesic  relieves  cold  symptoms  without 
drowsiness -an  important  feature  for  those  who  must  stay  alert. 
Suitable  for  both  adults  and  children,  Triogesic  is  available  either  as 
tablets  or  a  pleasant  tasting,  cherry  flavoured  liquid. 


SETTING  PRbFESSIONAL  STANDARDS  IN  COLD  CARE  ^ 


ilions:  Decongestion  and  pain  reliel  in  colds,  sinusilis  and  olilis  media  Dosage  and  Administration:  Adults  -  1  or  2  lablels.  or  4  x  5ml  spoonfuls  ol  elixir,  every  lour  hours  Do  not 
d  8  tablets  or  8  doses  of  elixir  in  24  hours  Children  6  years  and  over  -  hall  a  tablet,  or  2  x  5ml  spoonfuls  ol  elixir,  every  4  hours  Do  not  exceed  4  tablets  or  4  doses  of  elixir  in  24  hours 
en  I  to  5  years  -  1  or  2  x  6ml  spoonfuls  of  elixir  every  4  hours  Do  not  exceed  4  doses  in  24  hours  Contra-indlcatlons,  Precautions:  fHyperlension,  heart  failure,  glaucoma,  urinary 
ion,  receiving  tyiAOI's,  beta  blocl^ers  Presentations:  Tablets  containing  f2  5  mg  Phenylpropanolamine  Hydrochloride  BP  and  500  mg  Paracetamol  PhEur  Elixir  containing  3  mg 
^Ipropanolamine  Hydrochloride  BP  f25  mg  Paracetamol  PhEur  and  0  5ml  Fthanol  (96%)  in  5ml  Basic  NHS  Cost:  Containers  of  f2  tablets.  CO  38  Containers  of  30  tablets,  CO  73 
sol  100ml  elixir.  CO  70  Bottfes  of  f  50mf  elixir,  CO  82  Product  Licence  Numbers:  Tablets  PU0101/5907  Elixir  PUOlOl/5908 

3r  information  is  available  on  request  from  Dorsey  Laboratories,  98  The  Centre,  Feltham,  Middlesex  TW13  4EP,  Triogesic  is  a  Trade  Mark  TR  21/0883 


GSL  Cymalon 

for  cystitis  is 
pharmacy  only 

Sterling  Health  have  launched  a  treatment 
for  cystitis  this  week  based  on  sodium 
citrate.  Cymalon  has  a  GSL  licence  and  can 
be  displayed  for  personal  inspection  and 
selection  by  customers,  but  its  particular 
product  licence  restricts  its  sale  to 
pharmacies  only . 

Each  pack  of  Cymalon  (£  1 .95)  has  six 
7g  sachets  each  containing  the  eguivalent  of 
4g  of  sodium  citrate  in  a  natural  flavoured 
base  for  solution  m  a  glass  of  water.  Dosage 
is  one  sachet  three  times  daily  for  48  hours 
from  the  onset  of  the  attack.  Cymalon 
should  not  be  taken  by  pregnant  women  or 
by  persons  with  heart  disease,  high  blood 
pressure  or  kidney  disease,  nor  should  it  be 
given  to  children,  except  on  medical 
advice. 

Both  an  m-pack  leaflet  and  another,  for 


effective  relief  fnom  the  sympnom.s  of  cystitis 


a  complete 
48  hour  treat meni: 


PCS  distribution,  advise  the  cystitis  sufferer 
to  visit  the  doctor  if  symptoms  persist  at  the 
end  of  the  48-hour  treatment  or  if  symptoms 
reappear  within  a  short  period.  Additionally 
the  m-pack  leaflet  gives  self-help  advice 
together  with  a  list  of  symptoms  which 
require  the  immediate  attention  of  a  doctor. 

Cymalon  is  available  in  dozens  in  a  card 
display  tray  with  a  header  card.  A  plastic 
display  tray  for  one  dozen  packs  is  also 
available,  together  with  a  plastic  shelf  talker, 
a  "trigger"  card  (eg  for  display  among 
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sanpro),  a  display  card  and  a  POS  leaflet 
dispenser. 

A  £600,000  advertising  campaign  will 
commence  m  March  editions  of  all  major 
women's  magazines,  says  the  company, 
including  Woman,  Woman's  Own, 
Woman's  Realm,  Womans  Weekly,  Woman 
&  Home,  Family  Circle,  Good 
Housekeeping,  She,  True  Story,  True 
Romance,  Company,  Options,  Over  21, 
Womans  World,  Cosmpolitan  and  Living 
Sterling  Health  say  the  advertisements  will 
be  informative  and  show  active  females, 
implying  that  cystitis  does  not  necessarily 
hold  back  their  lifestyle. 

Sterling  Health  are  sending  out  letters  to 
GPs  to  tell  them  Cymalon  is  now  available 
to  consumers. 

The  company  is  planning  an  educational 
programme  for  chemists'  counter  assistants. 
Because  of  the  nature  of  the  complaint  the 
company  believes  women  cystitis  sufferers 
are  more  likely  to  approach  a  female 
counter  assistant  or  female  pharmacist  for 
advice 

Sterling  Health  say  over  1 .7  million 
women  m  the  UK  suffer  from  cystitis  and 
each  has  an  average  of  4-5  attacks  each 
year.  More  than  50  per  cent  of  attacks  are 
not  referred  to  GPs,  they  say. 

In  a  company  study  of  the  effects  of 
Cymalon  on  205  women,  aged  18  to  60 
years,  with  cystitis,  symptoms  were  relieved 
in  about  80  per  cent  of  the  78.7  per  cent 
who  were  abacteriuric.  Sterling  Health; 
Surbiton,  Surrey. 


Distributor  for 
Haymine 

Pharmax  have  appointed  Chemist  Brokers 
to  handle  sales  and  distribution  of  Haymine. 
Orders  may  be  placed  with  a  Chemist 
Brokers  representative  or  through  local 
wholesalers.  Pharmax  Ltd,  Bourne  Road, 
Bexley,  Kent  DAS  INX. 

Emicare 
additions 


Emicare  have  introduced  several  products 
into  their  range.  These  include:  anti- 
dandruff  shampoo  (250ml,  £0.89), 
Paracetamol  25's  (£0.45);  roll-on  deodrant 
(50ml,  £0.60);  extra  care  hand  lotion 
(250ml,  £0.89);  antiseptic  (500ml,  £0.79), 
]umbo  pack  toilet  tissues  (£0.72),  kitchen 
towels  (twin  pack,  £0.72),  luxury  tissues 
( 1  OO's,  £0.62),  aluminium  foil  (£0.39),  Cling 


film  (£0.39),  cotton  wool  puffs  (100,  £0.62), 
mild  washing  up  liquid  (750ml,  £0.39)  and 
batteries  (all  £0.45)  -  RBI  1  and  RB2  (pack 
of  two),  RB7  (pack  of  four)  and  RB3  (pack  of 
one).  Cotton  wool  puffs  —  both  economy 
and  family  —  have  been  delisted.  Emicare 
Products,  Emicare  House,  2  Frog  Island, 
Leicester. 


Evans'  OTC 
ibuprofen 

Evans  Medical  have  launched  a  generic 
OTC  ibuprofen,  with  special  introductory 
discounts  for  January. 

The  200mg  tablets  are  available  m  1 2's 
and  24's  in  Clic-loc  containers,  shrink 
wrapped  m  dozens  ( 1 2's  £0.55,  24's 
£0.99).  Packaging  has  been  designed  for 
maximum  consumer  impact,  say  Evans.  Of 
particular  interest,  they  say,  is  the  40  per 
cent  minimum  profit  on  return.  There  is  a  20 
per  cent  discount  of  normal  trade  price 
(£0.28'/2  and  £0.51)  during  January.  Evans 
Medical  Ltd,  The  Old  Post  House,  London 
End,  Beaconsfield,  Bucks  HP92JH. 

ON  TV 
NEXT  WEEK 
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Triogesic  provides  just  the  right  combination  of  decongestant  and 
analgesic  to  quickly  relieve  the  blocked  nose  and  headaches  of  colds 
and  sinusitis. 

Free  from  anti-histamines,  Triogesic  relieves  cold  symptoms  without 
drowsiness  -  an  important  feature  for  those  who  must  stay  alert. 
Suitable  for  both  adults  and  children,  Triogesic  is  available  either  as  a 
pleasant  tasting,  cherry  flavoured  liquid  or  as  a  convenient  tablet. 

SETTING  PROFESSIONAL  STANDARDS  IN  COLD  CARE 


ons:  Decongeslion  and  pain  relief  in  colds,  sinusitis  and  olitis  media  Dosage  and  Administration:  Adults  -  1  or  2  tablets,  or  4  x  5ml  spoonfuls  of  efixir,  every  four  fiours  Do  not 
B  tablets  or  8  doses  of  elixir  in  24  fiours  Children  6  years  ar)d  over  -  hall  a  tablet,  or  2  x  5ml  spoonfuls  of  elixir,  every  4  hours  Do  not  exceed  4  tablets  or  4  doses  of  elixir  in  24  hours 
I  no  5  years  -  1  or  2  x  5ml  spoonfuls  of  elixir  every  4  hours  Do  not  exceed  4  doses  in  24  hours  Contra-indications,  Precautions:  tHypertension,  heart  failure,  glaucoma,  urinary 
"1,  receiving  MAOI's,  beta-blockers  Presentations:  Tablets  containing  12  5  mg  Phenylpropanolamine  Hydrochloride  BP  and  500  mg  Paracetamol  PhEur  Elixir  containing  3  mg 
ropanolamine  Hydrochloride  BP  125  mg  Paracetamol  PhEur  and  0  5mlEthanol  (96%)  in  5ml  Basic  NHS  Cost:  Containers  of  12  tablets,  CO  38  Containers  of  30  tablets,  CO  73, 
3f  100ml  elixir,  EG  70  Bottles  of  150ml  elixir,  EG  82  Product  Licence  Numbers:  Tablets  PI_/0101/5907  Elixir  PU0101/5908 

information  is  available  on  request  from  Dorsey  Laboratories,  98  The  Centre,  Feltham.  Middlesex  TW13  4EP  Triogesic  is  a  Trade  Marl^  TR  20  0883 


LABORATORItS  * 


iCOUNTERPOINTSi 


Roc  collection 
with  emphasis 
on  fashion 


Roc  are  launching  a  new  cosmetic  range 
which  will  replace  the  existing  collection. 
The  sales  team  are  currently  taking  back  the 
old  range. 

James  Pearcey,  managing  director,  told 
C&D  the  new  range  would  heighten 
awareness  of  Roc  with  a  more  fashionable 
emphasis.  The  company  is  not  necessarily 
looking  to  expand  distribution. 

"Chemists  (excluding  Boots)  currently 
account  for  two-thirds  of  our  business  and 
we  have  no  plans  to  tip  the  balance,"  says 
Mr  Pearcey.  Roc  success,  he  says,  is  based 
on  close  links  with  existing  stockists  and  a 
reputation  m  which  beauty  and  safety  are 
inseparable. 

The  range  has  just  been  launched  in 
France.  This  differs  from  the  English 
package  only  m  that  it  contains  a  hairspray 
and  foaming  shower  gel. 

The  English  make-up  range  comprises 
for  the  eyes  1 4  shades  of  powder  eye 
shadow  ranging  from  soft  rose  pink  through 
mauves  and  bright  blues  to  earthy  browns 
and  greens  (£4.75);  four  cream  eye 
shadows,  sable,  bleu,  vert  and  prune 
(£4.95);  and  four  shades  of  mascara  (£4.65) 
all  with  a  pH  matching  that  of  a  tear.  A  foam 
applicator  is  supplied  with  each  case  of 
cream  eye  shadow.  Eye  pencils  come  in 
eight  shades  (£3.65)  and  eyeliner  two— noir 
and  brun,  each  with  an  easy-to-use  brush 
(£4.85). 

For  the  complexion  there  is  a  flesh-tone 
concealer  cream  (£4.95),  powder  blusher 


A  .selection  ol  the  new  Roc  range. 

m  four  shades  ranging  from  a  delicate  blush 
pink  to  a  warm  russet  (£5.75)  and  cream 
rouge  —  again  in  four  shades  —  said  to  be 
particularly  good  for  dry  skins  (£3.65). 

Moving  onto  the  lips  Roc  have  made  a 
new  addition  to  their  range  in  the  form  of 
sheer  lipstick.  Five  shades  are  available  to 


Tester  stand  for  Roc's  new  cosmetic  range 
takes  32  sg  cm  of  counter  space. 

give  a  natural,  transparent  colour  with  a 
light  sheen  (£3. 1 5)  joining  the  20  shades  of 
creamy  long-lasting  lipstick  and  two  shades 
of  lip  gloss  (all  £3.75). 

Finally  for  the  nails  there  are  20  nail 
enamels,  one  colourless  (£3.25)  to  match 
the  lipsticks  and,  winding  up  the  collection, 
a  treatment  base  coat  (£3.45),  nail 
strengthening  cream  (£3.65)  and  remover 
(£1 .95).  Packaging  of  compacts  and  cases 
IS  ivory. 

Three  parcels  will  be  available  starting  at 
88  units  (£228.42)  and  264  units  (£652.98) 
with  at  the  top  of  the  range  a  440-piece 
parcel  (£1,088.30). 

A  tester  stand  will  be  supplied  with  each 
parcel  as  will  showcards  and  consumer 
literature  which  reflect  the  theme  of  the 
forthcoming  magazine  advertising 
campaign. 

Roc  have  adhered  to  their  usual 
stringent  selection  of  colourants  and  raw 
materials  using  just  1 2  mineral  pigments 
from  some  1 00  generally  used  m 
cosmetology.  This  concept  has  resulted  m 
the  company  being  the  top  hypo-allergenic 
brand  m  France,  say  Roc  (UK)  Ltd,  13 
Grosvenor  Street,  London  SWIX  7EE. 


Tinted  creams 
from  Vichy 

A  new  generation  of  tinted  creams  are 
available  from  Vichy.  Les  Lumineuses,  they 
say,  contain  fine,  light  iridescent  particles  of 
mica-titanium  which  reflect  the  light  to  give 
a  new  translucent  bright  and  natural  look. 
Modern  women  no  longer  have  the  time 


or  inclination  to  labour  through  the  routine 
of  moisturiser,  foundation,  powder,  and  are 
turning  to  tinted  creams,  says  the  company. 
Vichy  believe  this  latest  product  overcomes 
the  problem  of  a  dull  unexciting  look  that  is 
often  the  result  of  such  creams. 

Includmg  UV  A  and  UV  B  filters,  Les 
Lumineuses  are  available  m  two  skin  types 
—  dry/sensitive  and  normal/combination  — 
and  three  shades  —  clair  for  fair 
complexions,  dore  for  slightly  darker 
complexions  or  lightly  tanned  skins  and 
ambre  for  darker  complexions  and  already 
tanned  skins  (£3.85).  It  is  currently  being 
sold  m  by  the  Vichy  representatives. 
Following  another  year  of  growth  Vichy 
do  not  anticipate  any  price  increases  for  the 
forthcoming  year  and  they  intend  to 
"greatly  increase"  advertising  expenditure 
with  advertisements  m  the  women's  Press. 
The  company  has  increased  its  sales  force 
with  the  addition  of  two  new  areas,  m 
anticipation  of  a  year  of  activity  ahead. 

In  addition  to  the  launch  of  Les 
Lumineuses  there  will  be  two  further 
product  introductions  during  the  year. 
Slenderising  cream  is  to  be  relaunched  as 
hip  and  thigh  cream  enabling  the  company 
to  undertake  an  advertising  campaign  m  the 
monthly  magazines.  Additionally,  a  poster 
and  tube  card  campaign  in  the  London  area 
will  run  throughout  March  for  Les 
Nutritives.  A  campaign  covering  three 
major  products  will  run  from  January 
through  to  July  followed  by  a  new  campaigr 
in  September.  All  advertising  will  carry  the 
Vichy  promise  that  it  is  a  chemist-only 
range.  Vichy  UK  Ltd,  Asheville  Trading 
Estate,  Nuffield  Way,  Abingdon,  Oxen 

0X14  in 

Bayer  take  two 
from  Uniclif fe 

Distribution  of  Limmits  and  Mintgard 
mouthwash  is  now  being  handled  by  Bayer 
UK's  consumer  products  division. 

Unicliffe,  who  represent  Pfizer's  interest 
m  the  consumer  products  field,  has 
announced  that  the  two  products  are  to  be 
licensed  to  Bayer  from  January  1 .  In  order 
to  concentrate  the  company's  resources  m 
other  areas  it  has  been  decided  that  the 
products  would  further  benefit  from  an 
environment  specifically  geared  for  such 
products,  say  Unicliffe. 

Mr  Ian  Black,  Bayer's  consumer  product 
division  chief  executive,  sees  Limmits  and 
Mintgard  as  a  logical  extension  to  Bayer's 
range  in  the  health  care  and  dietetic  sector. 

Distribution  up  till  now  has  been  handled 
by  Chemist  Brokers.  Bayer  UK  Ltd 
Consumer  Products  Division,  Bayer  idouse, 
Newbury  Berks  HG 13  IJA. 
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COUNTERPOINTS 


Farley's  update 
baby  cereals 

Farley  Health  Products  are  relaunching 
their  baby  cereal  range  with  new  brands 
and  a  new  look. 

The  range  now  comprises  Farex 
weaning  food,  granulated  rusk  and 
breakfast  cereal,  all  packed  m  foil  sachets 
( 1 70g,  £0,64).  Farley's  baby  rice  and 
Farlene  are  being  discontinued. 

Granulated  rusk  is  a  low-sugar  product 
aimed  at  mothers  who  want  to  feed  rusks 
"wet".  It  IS  recommended  for  babies  from 
three  months  onwards. 

Breakfast  cereal,  suitable  from  four 
months,  is  sugar-free  with  natural 
ingredients  and  mixes  easily  with  liguids 
and  other  foods,  says  Farley's.  All  three 
cereals  have  added  vitamins 

Packaging  echoes  that  of  Farley's  rusks 
with  the  bright  pink,  blue  and  orange 
cartons  reinforcing  the  "Farley  family" 
identity,  says  the  company. 

The  launch  is  to  be  supported  with  a 
Press  campaign  starting  m  February  m 
Mother,  Mother  and  Baby,  Parents  and 
Maternity  and Mothercratt.  An  advertising 
campaign  for  Farley's  rusks  is  scheduled  to 
run  nationally  from  this  month  through  to 
March.  Farley  Health  Products  Ltd,  Torr 
Lane,  Plymouth  PL 3  SUA. 


Sterling  baby 
promotions 

Sterling  Idealth  are  running  consumer 
promotions  on  Super  Softies  and  Baby  Wet 
Ones 

Mums  can  send  off  proof-of-purchase 
tokens  on  Super  Softies  together  with  £0.58 
postage  for  a  cotton  towel  measuring 
42in  y  22in.  Alternatively  the  towel  can  be 
bought  for  £5.58  including  postage. 

The  offer  receives  support  from 
advertisements  in  the  February  issue  of 
Mother  <S  Baby  and  March  issue  of  Parents, 
and  closes  October  3 1 . 

In  the  Baby  Wet  Ones  offer  the  70  wipe 
pack  will  carry  1 0  free  wipes  and  22  free 
wipes  will  be  included  m  the  1 50  pack. 

The  70  wipes  pack  also  carries  an  offer 
of  a  Baby  Wet  Ones  tub  holder  which  can 
be  fixed  to  the  wall  or  any  other  convenient 
place,  says  the  company.  This  offer  closes 
August  3 1 

Baby  Wet  Ones  are  back  on  television 
for  four  weeks  throughout  January.  Sterling 
Health,  Sterling  Winthrop  House,  Surbiton 
Surrey  KT6  4PH 
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Special  Recipe 
dietary  bars 

Special  Recipe  is  a  new  range  of  dietary 
chocolate  bars  being  introduced  by  Dorsey 
Laboratories,  consumer  health  division  of 
Sandoz  Products  Ltd. 

The  chocolate  is  expected  to  appeal  to 
diabetics  and  those  on  calorie  controlled 
diets.  It  contains  40  per  cent  less 
carbohydrate  than  normal  chocolate,  1 2 
per  cent  fewer  calories  and  its  fat  content  is 
no  higher  than  an  equivalent  bar  of 
ordinary  chocolate.  Special  Recipe  is 
available  as  lOOg  bars  (£0.79)  m  milk  with 
whole  nuts  and  plain  with  almonds,  and  70g 
bars  (£0.59)  in  milk,  plain,  milk  with 
chopped  nuts  and  plain  with  coffee, 

Dorsey  believe  the  chocolate  is  a 
significant  breakthrough  in  terms  of  taste 
and  texture  and  that  it  will  expand  the 
market  for  such  confectionery.  It  is 
sweetened  with  fructose  blended  with  the 
recently  introduced  bulking  agent 
polydextrose  to  give  a  smooth,  creamy 
texture. 

Market  research  found  that  95  per  cent 
of  diabetics  preferred  it  to  any  other 
diabetic  chocolate  and  over  50  per  cent  of 


non-diabetics  preferred  it  to  ordinary 
chocolate. 

The  launch  is  being  backed  with  a 
£250,000  advertising  and  promotional 
campaign.  Over  the  next  few  months 
advertising  will  appear  m  specialist  and 
general  women's  Press  eg  Slimming, 
Slimmer,  Successful  Slimmer, 
Weightwatchers Magazine,  Woman's 
Journal,  Home  and  Freezer  Digest,  Diabetic 
Life  and  Balance. 

Promotions  are  to  include  Press  releases, 
point  of  sale  material,  sampling,  activity  with 
women's  clubs  and  diabetic  groups,  and 
competitions.  Dorsey  Laboratories,  division 
Sandoz  Products  Ltd,  PO  Box  Horsforth  No 
4,  Calverley  Lane,  Horsforth,  Leeds. 


Cannon  pump 
and  soother 

A  breast  pump  (£9.95)  and  orthodontic 
soother  (£0.80)  are  now  available  from 
Cannon  Baby  safe. 

The  hand-controlled  pump  has  a 
patented  valve  system  which  releases  the 
vacuum  each  time  the  pump  is  pulled, 
stopping  the  flow  and  making  the  operation 
similar  to  the  natural  feeding,  says  Cannon. 
An  insert  for  the  breast  shield  area  allows 
the  pump  to  be  adapted  to  fit  all  breast  sizes, 
says  the  company. 

The  pump  comes  complete  with  4oz 
feeder,  screw  cap,  disc,  dormal  cap  and  nu- 
flo  teat.  All  parts  can  be  sterilised  by  the 
cold  water  method  or  boiling  and  are 
dishwasher  safe. 

The  orthodontic  soother,  designed  to 
prevent  dental  malocclusion,  has  a 
ventilated  clear  polycarbonate  shield  and  is 
contoured  to  avoid  the  child's  nose. 

Other  range  additions  include  a  plastic 
pelican  bib  in  Cannon  blue  and  teething 
rings  (£0.99),  in  a  flexible  thermoplastic 
material.  Cannon  Rubber  Ltd,  Ashley  Road, 
Tottenham,  London  Nl  7  9LH. 
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\me  on  everyone  slips, 


I 


The  first 
lipsalve  campaign 
with  a  bit  of  wind 

in  its  sales. 

What's  this? 

An  advertisement  lor  lipsalve? 

Has  this  ever  happened  belore? 

Well,  since  you  ask,  yes,  hut  no-one  ever  noticed. 

That's  because  no  lipsalve  has  ever  had  so  much 
money  put  behind  it. 

Nor  been  visible  eveiy  where  on  48  sheet  posters 
over  the  3  vital  winter  months. 

Two  lads  we're  happy  to  rectify  this  year,\\  ith  an 
unprecedented  £400,000  spend. 

Lypsyl  is  asked  lor  by  name,  which  helps  to  ex- 
plain why  it's  the  clear  brand  leader. 

What  better  reasons  for  displaying  it  in  its  s]:)ecial 
dispenser  in  full  view  ol  your  customers. 

And  don't  forget  the  special  bonus  oilers  Irom 
your  wholesaler. 

Let's  lace  it,  it's  not  olten  that  a  lipsalve  makes  your 
ship  come  in. 

Ciba  Consumer  Pharmaceuticals,  Wimblehurst 
f^oad,  Horsham,  Sussex.  Tel:  040  3  59466. 
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Family  image 
for  Gillette 
shaving  range 

Gillette  are  to  relaunch  their  shaving 
range  in  new  blister-packs  designed  to 
emphasise  their  identity  as  part  of  the 
same  "family". 

A  bold  border  appears  round  all  display 
cards  and  prominent  illustrations  have  been 
added  to  the  front  of  Contour  and  Gillette  II 
packs.  This  reflects  the  company's  belief  that 
consumers  still  tend  to  be  confused  about 
the  difference  between  swivel  and  twin- 
blade  technology. 

Marketing  director  Roger  Crudgington 
explains:  "As  the  brand  leader  m  wet 
shaving,  we  feel  it  is  particularly  important 
for  us  to  present  a  good  face  to  the  public. 
Packaging  is  becoming  increasingly 
important  in  the  marketing  mix,  and  it  is 
Gillette's  aim  to  maintain  a  lead  m  this  area. 
It  IS  also  our  hope  that  these  new  packs  will 
help  to  stimulate  impulse  purchase." 


New  dump  bins  and  POS  display 
material  has  been  prepared  with  the  same 
theme.  Substantial  promotional  spending, 
principally  involving  television,  is  promised 
for  1984.  The  repackaged  Gillette  range 
will  be  available  in  mid-January. 
Gillette  UK  Ltd,  Great  West  Road, 
Isleworth,  Middlesex. 


January  offers 
from  Yardley 

Raspberry  ripple  and  soft  cerise  are  two 
new  lipstick  colours  available  from  Yardley 
for  £0.99.  Other  January  offers  include  a 
range  of  ten  shades  of  lipstick  from  the 
Yardley  range  retailing  at  £0.99  (a  £0.60 
saving)  foundation  cream  (uncartoned)  for 
£  1 .65  (a  £0.60  saving),  and  large  size 
Beauty  Magic  and  vitamin  skm  cream  jars 
for  £3.50. 

In  the  Second  Nature  skm  care  range  a 
200ml  moisturising  lotion  is  available  for 
£1 .99,  double  the  guantity  for  the  standard 
price,  while  cleansing  lotion  and  make-up 
remover  will  be  on  offer  at  £1 .49  —  a  £0.50 


The  moisturiser  that's  worth  its  weight  in  gold. 

Today's  woman  wants  a  simple,  effective  moisturiser  to  keep 
her  skin  looking  soft  and  supple. 

The  Endocil  range  with  its  new  packaging,  that's  both  stylish 
and  straightforward,  is  perfect  for  her 

You'll  find  Endocil  is  perfect  for  you  tc^o. 

Since  we  introducec]  the  new  packaging  sales  have  risen 
dramatically.  And  with  a  year-long  advertising  campaign  running  in 
Cc^smc:)politan,  Living,  Options  and  Woman's  Journal  awareness  of 
Endcxil  will  be  very  high. 

So,  make  the  vnosi:  of  this  golden  opportunity  by  displaying 
plenty  c:)f  Endocil. 

Endocil.  Effective  skincare. 


saving.  A  Second  Nature  sampler  kit  which 
will  be  available  for  £0.99  will  contain  a 
75ml  moisturising  lotion  and  1 5ml  cleansing 
lotion  together  with  a  £0.99  coupon 
redeemable  against  any  full  size  product  m 
the  range. 

In  the  Black  Label  range  shower  talc  will 
retail  for  £  1 .40  (£0.75  saving)  and  the 
double  size  roll-on  deodorant  will  be 
available  for  the  price  of  the  standard  size 
£1.75. 

Bathroom  products  on  offer  are  hand 
cream  m  rose,  freesia  and  sea  lade  ( 1 50ml 
uncartoned,  £  1  .35  —  a  £0.75  saving), 
double  size  poise  and  rose  deodorants  for 
the  same  price  as  the  standard  size  (£  1 .75), 
boxes  of  three  floral  soaps  for  the  price  of 
two  tablets  (£  1 .98  —  a  £0.99  saving),  scents 
available  are  lily  of  the  valley,  roses,  lilac, 
freesia,  April  violets,  honeysuckle  and 
lavender.  The  same  fragrances,  with  the 
exception  of  honeysuckle  and  rose,  will  be 
available  m  uncartoned  loz  cologne  sprays 
for  £  1 .55  while  the  IbOgtalc  will  be 
available  for  the  price  of  the  1  OOg  size 
Finally  a  25ml  uncartoned  spray  of  Liberty 
fragrance  will  be  on  offer  at  £2.25  —  a 
£  1 .50  saving.  Yardley  of  London,  33  Old 
Bond  Street  London  Wl 
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Strip-pack  Milk 
of  Magnesia 

Milk  of  Magnesia  tablets  have  been 
repackaged  in  blister  strips  and  carton 
packs. 

The  switch  from  plastic  bottles  makes  for 
easier  stacking  and  display,  and  also  helps 
to  distinguish  tablets  from  the  liguid,  say 
Sterling  Idealth.  The  new  pack  (24  tablets 
£0.47,  72  £  1  06  and  1 20  £  1 ,38)  also  has 
better  shelf  visibility,  they  say.  Sterling 
Health,  Sterling  Winthrop  House,  Surbiton 
Surrey  KT6  4PH 


naps 


Alpine  Laboratories  are  offering  a 
"Teleprint"  service  for  the  transfer  of  either 
black  and  white  or  colour  prints  and 
transparencies  to  video  tape 

Customers  of  Alpine  dealers  supply  their 
own  VHS  or  Betamax  video  tape,  together 
with  slides  or  prints,  and  Alpine  transfer  the 
images  onto  it  for  1 5p  per  copy  Titles  can 
be  added  at  a  charge  of  25p  each  If  the 
customer  wishes,  he  can  add  background 
music  or  "voice  over"  himself,  says  sales 
manager  Mike  Chadwick 

The  video  tape  runs  normally  through 
the  machine  (freeze  frame  technigue  is  not 
used),  with  each  image  displayed  for  eight 
or  ten  seconds.  In  a  consumer  trial  in  the 
Tyneside  area  the  average  order  was  tor  50 
prints  or  slides.  Customers  tend  to  make  a 
selection  from  holiday  pictures 

Pictures  framed  horizontally  rather  than 
vertically  are  the  most  suitable,  Alpine  say 
PCS  leaflets  are  available  for  distribution 
Alpine  Laboratories,  Upperthorne, 
Sheffield. 
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Watching  the 

IPC  women's 
Press 

The  following  column  lists  advertisements 
for  chemist  merchandise  due  to  appear  m 
the  IPC  women's  Press.  The  magazines  used 
as  a  basis  have  been  divided  into  three 
categories  —  weeklies  (W),  monthlies  (M) 
and  magazines  aimed  at  the  younger  end  of 
the  market  (Y).  The  monthly  magazines 
covered  are  the  February  editions  due  to 
appear  mid-January. 


Avon: 

W  V 

vv ,  1 

Deauty  Vvitnout  i^rueity. 

\A 
M 

Beechams  Germoloids: 

VV  ,  M 

Sucrets: 

W 

Yeast  vite: 

W 

Bowater  Scott  Andrex: 

M 

Body!  orm '. 

Y 
1 

Minima: 

Y 

Bristol  Myers  Clairesse: 

M,  Y 

Glints: 

W 

Nice  n'  Easy: 

W,  M 

Brodie  &  Stone  Jolen: 

M 

Chattem  Sun-in: 

Y 

Chefaro  Confirm: 

Y 

Endocil: 

M 

Predictor: 

W 

Clarins: 

M 

Clinique: 

M 

Complete  Care: 

W 

DDD  Blisteze: 

W 

Dentinox: 

M 

Elida  Gibbs  Harmony: 

Y 

ICC  Anbesol: 

M 

Preparation  'H': 

M 

International  labs  Junior  Mu-cron; 

W 

Mu-cron:  W, 

Y 

Johnson  &  Johnson  Vespre: 

Y 

Juvela: 

M 

Kimberly-Clark  Ferns; 

Y 

LRC  Durex: 

W,  Y 

G  R  Lane  Quite  Life: 

W 

Larkhall  Labs  Ruthmol: 

W 

Estee  Lauder: 

M 

Lilia  White  Lil-lets; 

Y 

Panty  Pads: 

W 

National  Pharamaceutica. 

Association: 

W. 

Neutrogena: 

W,  M. 

Nicholas  Labs  Almay: 

M,  Y. 

Feminax: 

Y 

Nurse  Harvey: 

"K  if 

M. 

L  >^reai  tseiie  i^olor. 

W,  M. 

tinett . 

Y  . 

TT           i  1 

r  reestyie: 

W ,  Y  . 

V  eivet . 

w . 

Peaudouce: 

M. 

Pickles  Snufflebabe: 

jyi. 

Proctor  &  Gambel  Pampers: 

M. 

neckitt  &  Coieman  Uettol: 

W. 

Junior  Disprin: 

M. 

Richardson  Vicks  Oil  of  Ulay: 

M,  Y. 

Robins  Robitussin  A-C: 

W. 

Seba  Med: 

M. 

Helena  Rubmstem: 

M. 

Sterling  Health  Delrosa: 

M. 

Wet  Ones: 

M. 

Tampax: 

Y. 

Woodwards  grip  water: 

M. 

Carob  in  3s 

Allinson  carob  crunch  is  now  available  m 
packs  of  three  (£0.42)  from  Booker  Health 
Foods  Ltd,  Healthways  House,  45  Station 
Approach,  West  By  fleet,  Surrey  KT 14  6NE 


Coloured  balls 


Robinsons  of  Chesterfield  are  launching 
1 00-ball  packs  of  Soft  &  Pure  cotton  woof  m 
cream  and  peach  shades  (£0.60). 
Robinsons  of  Chesterfield,  Wheat  Bridge 
Mills,  Chesterfield. 

Numark  lines 


The  next  Numark  nationaf  promotion  runs 
m-store  January  9-2 1 . 

Mam  lines  on  promotion  include  Paddi 
Cosifits,  Robinsons  dry  baby  foods,  SR 
toothpaste,  Sunsifk  hairspray  and  shampoo. 
Harmony  colour,  Sweetex,  Savlon  liguid, 
Nusoft  press-on  sanitary  towefs  ,  Beffe 
Color,  Euthymof,  Retractor  disposable 
razors  and  Body  form 

Intermediate  fines  include  Macleans 
sensitive  teeth  formula,  Palmolive  toifet 
soap,  Impufse  bodysprays,  Supersoft  Once 
shampoo,  Andrex  and  Fastidia  mini  pads. 

Aff  the  products  wiff  be  supported  by 
Numark  merchandising  materiaf  and  by 
advertisements  in  the  Sun,  Daily  Mirror, 


Radio  Times,  Sunday  Post,  Sunday 
Magazine  and  on  Ufster  tefevision. 

RPM  speciafs  include  Savlon  cream, 
Comtrex,  Duralin,  Night  Nurse,  Day  Nurse 
and  Strepsils.  Independent  Chemists 
Marketing  Ltd,  51  Boreham  Road, 
Warminster  Wilts  BA  12  91(4 


Unichem  offers 


Unichem's  first  Gofden  Dozen  promotion 
wiff  run  from  January  1  f  -  3  f .  Afl  products 
wiff  appear  on  price  cards,  sheff  barkers 
and  posters. 

Golden  Dozen  products  on  offer  are; 
Buttercup  sweets  and  syrup,  Cofgate  Dentaf 
Cream,  L'Oreal  Free  Styfe  mousse, 
Feminax,  f-fandy  Andies,  Hermesetas, 
Ligufruta,  Nice  'n  Easy,  Panty  Pads  f  O's, 
Sifvikrin  hairspray,  Snugglers  Day  &  Night, 
Afberto  V05  shampoo  and  conditioner 

Members  offers  promotion  wiff  afso  run 
from  January  f  f  -3  f .  They  are  Band-Aid 
washproof,  clear,  and  flexible  fabric 
dressing  strips.  Born  Bfonde  colours  and 
tightener,  Chupa  Chups  follies,  Coldrex 
tabfets,  Cafifig,  Comtrex,  Day  Nurse, 
Durafin,  Efferdent,  Grecian  2000  fotion, 
Henara  gfoss  shampoo  treatment  wax  and 
Kleenex  for  Men,  K  Y  Jeffy,  Lypsil, 
Lanacane,  Mifpar,  Macfeans  sensitive  teeth 
formufa  toothpaste,  Mifton,  Neutrogena, 
Pure  Sifvikrin,  Night  Nurse,  SR  toothpaste, 
Sunsifk  hairspray  and  shampoo,  Pennywise, 
Sure  Lax,  Sure  Shield  fruit  laxatives. 
Special  Recipe  diabetic  chocolate,  Vespre 
and  Woodwards  gripewater. 

A  selection  of  sundries  will  be  on  offer 
from  January  2-31 ,  mcfuding  Sensodyne 
toothbrushes,  Benjy  bibs,  Unichem 
manicure  range,  soothers  and  sponges, 
Unichem  Ltd,  Unichem  House,  Cox  Lane, 
Chessington,  Surrey. 


. . .  Macarthys' 

Products  currentfy  on  offer  m  Macarthy's 
January  promotions  are;  Sifvikrin  hairspray, 
Radox,  Nivea,  Sensodyne  toothpaste, 
Orafdene,  Kfeenex  for  Men  and  Super  3, 
Dextrosof,  Ostermifk,  Osterfeed  and 
Sfender  fow  caforie  meats.  Macarthys  Lid, 
Chesham  House,  Chesham  Close, 
Romford,  Essex 


ORALCER 


I  piLLni  §  MOUTH  ULCERS  ■ 

NOT  A  GEL  -  NOT  A  PASTILLE  -  BUT  PELLETS 
that  tlowly  release  2  Active  ingredients  at  site  uf  ulceration 

VITABIOTICS  LTD.  122  Mount  Pleasant  Alperton  Mddx.  01-903  5541 


NEW  CARS 

Top  Discounts     Immediate  Delivery  — 
All  makes  and  models 
Discounted  rates  on  Leasing,  Lease  Purchase,  Contract 
Hire&HP. 
Tel:  01-602  4922 
ICCS  6  / 7  Russell  Gardens,  London  Wl  4. 
.      ,    Interfleet  Gompany  Car  Services. 
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...with  a  totally  new  concept  in  diabetic  chocolate 


Presenting 


A  delicious  new  chocolate  made  specially  for  your  diabetic 
and  other  diet-conscious  customers. They'll  love  it  because 
Special  Recipe  .  .  . 


(^^^^  LOOKS  just  like  good  ordinary  chocolate 


S  )  TASTES  just  like  good  ordinary  chocolate 


TASTES  far  better  than  any  other  dietetic  chocolate 
S  )  contains  LESS  CALORIES  than  any  other  chocolate 


S  J  contains  LESS  CARBOHYDRATE  than  ordinary  chocolate 


contains  NO  SORBITOL.  Sweetened  only  with  fruit  sugar 


complies  uniquely  with  the  newdietary  guidelines  of  the 
British  Diabetic  Association 


S 


A  Special  Recipe  to  suit  every  taste . . . 
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WITH  a^OPl'KD  Nut's  7n„! 


mj 


L_J  PLAIN  chocolate"" 


*  Milk  Chocolate 

*  Plain  Chocolate 

*  Milk  with  Chopped  Hazelnuts 

*  Plain  with  Real  Coffee 

**  Milk  with  Whole  Hazelnuts 
**  Plain  with  Whole  Almonds 


*  70  Gram  Bar     **  100  Gram  Bar 

Heavy  advertising  to  stimulate  your  sales. . . 


Slimming 
Balance 
Slimmer 
Diabetic  Life 
Home  &  Freezer 
Successful  Slimming 
Woman's  Journal 


ORDER  NOW 

from  your  wholesaler 

For  further  information 
contact  Jeannette  Thompson 
on  01-751-1189 


III    Here's  your  S.R.M. 

B|      ...  it's  worth  up  to  £7. 67  to  you 

— \  Simply  cut  out  this  coupon  and  send  it  to  Dorsey 
/  \  Laboratories  and  you  will  receive  your  free  Special 

/    V    ]  ]  <^  I  Recipe  Launch  Pack  and  details  of  this  exclusive  offer 

4^>^^^^\>  /  Name 

Address   

 Limited  to  one  per  outlet.  Closing  date  15th  February  1984 


Dorjey  Division  of  Sandoz  Products  Ltd  ,  Feltham,  England  TW13  4EP 


NETWORK 
TV  CAMPAIGN 

FROMJANUARY  1st 


Powerful  NewTheme 

"NOMORE  HEADACHE!" 

Lots  more  Profits! 


Stockand  display  the  brand  leader! 
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"It  was  a  challenge,  a  mind-stretching 
exercise  and  most  of  the  time  I  enjoyed  it," 
he  says.  Even  the  strain  of  taking  exam:- 
after  a  20-year  gap  failed  to  induce  a  stat(  ■ 
of  mental  collapse.  Spending  a  day  m  .1 
pharmacy  is  far  more  stressful,  he  claims 

The  most  difficult  aspect  was  gathering 
together  enough  courage  to  start:  "Once  I 
was' swimming  it  wasn't  too  bad." 

Because  he  liked  the  idea  of  gaming  a 
higher  gualification,  he  enrolled  as  a  student 
member  of  the  College  m  1981,  the  year  it 
was  founded.  He  was  already  committed  to 
continuing  education  and-  had  been  on 
several  postgraduate  courses.  And  because 
he  had  protested  m  the  pharmaceutical 
Press  that  the  College  qualifications  could 
be  bought  as  well  as  earned,  he  felt  he 
should  back  his  words  by  actions  and 
qualify  by  examination.  "It  struck  me  many 
times  during  the  two  years  that  it  would 
have  been  much  easier  to  pay  the  money'" 

Any  pharmacist  may  become  a  student 
member  of  the  College  on  payment  of  an 
annual  subscription.  To  become  a  prac- 
titioner member  —  which  carries  the  right  to 
use  the  initials  MCPP  -—  the  pharmacist  must 
take  a  two-part  assessment  and  must  have 
been  registered  with  the  Pharmaceutical 
Society  for  five  years.  Founder  members, 
who  can  also  use  the  MCPP  qualification, 
were  Fellows  of  the  Society  or  pharmacists 
of  ten  years  standing  who  financially 
supported  the  College  at  the  outset.  All 
categories  must  comply  with  an  annual 
continuing  education  requirement 

The  Part  I  assessment  for  practitioner 
membership  is  a  written  exam  covering  all 
aspects  of  pharmacy  practice  and  is  a  test  of 
whether  the  pharmacist  has  maintained  the 
level  of  knowledge  he  or  she  had  on 
graduation,  updated  where  necessary. 

For  Part  11,  taken  at  least  a  year  later,  the 
candidate  chooses  a  specific  branch  of 
pharmacy  m  which  to  specialise.  There  are 
written  and  oral  exams  and  three  essays 
must  be  completed  on  approved  topics. 

Mr  James'  first  step  on  enrolling  as  a 
student  was  to  acquire  a  copy  of  the  mock 
Part  1  exam  paper  —  "which  put  me  off  a 
bit."  He  then  started  reading  pharmacology 
textbooks  from  the  recommended  list. 

Pharmacological  weak  link 

"At  my  age  —  I  gualified  in  1962  —  1  lound 
that  pharmacology  was  one  of  my  weakest 
subjects  because  so  many  developments 
have  taken  place  in  recent  years." 

Mr  James  works  at  least  a  40-hour  week 
He  owns  three  pharmacies,  a  photographu  ■ 
business  and  a  health  food  shop  m  soull 
east  Essex.  He  also  sits  on  various  pharma- 
ceutical committees  so  all  his  studying  had 
to  be  slotted  in  to  the  short  time  remaining. 

He  tried  to  allocate  two  evenings  a  week 
and  part  of  one  day  to  private  study  and  f<  h 
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c&D  interview; 

Delights  of 
studying 
witK  CPP 


Mr  Miall  James  was  the  first 
community  pharmacist  to 
graduate  from  the  College  of 
Pharmacy  Practice  last 
month.  In  this  interview  he 
tells  C&D  how  he  coped  with 

all  the  extra  work  at  the 
same  time  as  running  three 
pharmacies  and  being 
actively  involved  in 
pharmacy  politics. 
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the  few  weeks  before  the  exams  he  gave  up 
most  evening  commitments.  He  went  on  the 
NE  Thames  Region's  postgraduate  courses 
and  attended  seminars  arranged  by  a 
pharmacist  at  Orsett  Hospital,  intended 
mainly  for  hospital  pharmacists  but  which 
he  found  most  useful. 

Being  a  community  pharmacist,  he  was 
working  largely  in  isolation  He  had  a 
syllabus,  a  reading  list  and  mock  exam 
papers  but  little  idea  as  to  what  standards 
were  expected.  Although  this  did  not  dis- 
hearten him,  he  feels  one  great  improve- 
ment would  be  for  the  CPP  to  appoint  a  tutor 
or  to  arrange  study  groups,  particularly  for 
community  pharmacists  who  may  not  have 
the  same  -opportunities  for  structured 
education  as  do  hospital  pharmacists 


Mr  Miall  James,  a  proprietor  pharmacist 
wlio  lives  in  Benfleet,  Essex,  qualified  from 
Sunderland  Polytechnic  m  1962.  He  is 
pictured  above  addressing  local  pharma- 
ceutical committee  representatives  at  a 
conference.  He  has  been  on  Essex  Local 
Practitioner  Committee  since  1967  and 
was  its  chairman  1974-77.  He  also  sits  on 
the  Essex  Family  Practitioner  Committee, 
its  dispensing  sub-committee  and  the 
District  Pharmaceutical  Committee.  He  is 
PRO  for  the  Society's  Southend  Branch 
and  he  is  a  past  chairman  of  Castle  Point 
Citizen's  Advice  Bureau. 


He  had  strong  support  from  his  wife 
Instead  of  feeling  neglected  because  he  was 
liuried  in  his  books,  she  was  pleased  to  have 
lum  at  home  tor  a  change! 

Within  a  few  months  Mr  James  noticed 
the  benefits  of  his  studying.  "It  was  making 
me  think  far  more  about  what  f  was  doing  m 
all  areas  of  rny  pharmaceutical  life  and  why 
1  was  doing  it  The  most  important  formi  of 
revision  was  ]ustifyinc!  to  myself  why  1  was 
making  the  decisions  t  was,  for  example,  on 
counterprescribmg.  t  spent  more  time  with 
I  'ustomers  and  encouraged  them  to  report 
hack  on  treatments  f  had  recommended 
Some  of  them  did,  but  of  course  one  of  the 
problems  of  treatment  is  that  you  tend  to  see 
'  )nly  your  failures,  the  rest  go  away  cured." 

After  a  year  he  took  the  Part  I  assess- 
ment "1  think  all  the  candidates  had  a 
'(-•rrihlf-  sensr-  r>f  rjAja  vu 

Less  stressful 

Yet  in  spite  of  the  strain,  he  insists  that  he 
always  feels  more  washed  out  after  a  dis- 
pensing committee  meeting.  And  the  assess- 
ment was  certainly  less  stressful  than  a  day 
in  a  pharmacy  "In  an  exam  you  are  sitting 
m  a  fairly  guiet  room  and  there  is  nothing 
much  happening  around  you.  In  a 
fjharmacy  you  have  one  ear  flapping 
because  someone  is  selling  a  bottle  of 
Benylin,  the  other  ear  flapping  because 
someone  doesn't  understand  how  to  use  a 
film,  and  your  eyes  are  watching  another 
person  trying  to  drop  perfume  into  her 
handbag 

For  Part  II  he  specialised  m  community 
pharmacy  and  wrote  essays  on  counter- 
prescribing,  security  and  refitting  a 
piharmacy,  chosen  from  a  list  of  about  20 
topics.  The  essays  took  a  long  time  to 
research  and  write,  and  he  set  himself  a 
target  of  one  every  two  months  "I  must 
have  got  rid  of  a  coupJe  of  Canadian  forests 
in  paper  which  I'd  thrown  away  because  I 
didn't  like  what  I'd  written!"  he  says 

So  having  gained  a  qualification  which  is 
considered  equivalent  to  an  MSc,  what 
next?  "I've  no  great  ambition  to  get  further 
academic  gualifications  at  the  moment  but  if 
the  opportunity  presented  itself  1  wouldn't 
turn  it  down  What  I  would  like  to  do  is  some 
inractice  research  because  there  are  vast 
areas  of  pharmacy  about  which  little  is 
known,  for  example,  we  don't  know  for  sure 
who  ijwns  p'harmacies  m  this  country  " 

Asked  if  he  would  recommend  other 
'  'ommunity  pharmacists  to  work  for  prac- 
titioner membership  of  the  College  he  gives 
■  m  unqualified  "Yes" 

"Apart  from  giving  me  a  great  sense  ol 
achievement,  the  whole  exercise  has  made 
me  a  lot  more  aware  of  what  1  am  doing  and 
what  1  can  do  tor  other  people,  |ust  hy 
knowing  more,  tliinkmq  more  and  being 
I  letter  organised,"  he  ir-oncludes 
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SPACE  TO  SPARE 


It's  time  for  tea  in 
l^nbridge  Wells 


Weary  shoppers  in 
Tunbridge  Wells  High  Street 
were  this  year  able  to  briefly 
escape  the  Christmas  chaos 
to  an  oasis  of  calm,  courtesy 
of  Godkins  Pharmacy. 
Proprietor  John  Furey  has 
opened-up  a  1920's-style 
teashop  above  his  store. 

The  Fureys'  teashop  was  originally  an 
orangery  at  Hever  Castle,  transplanted  to 
the  downstairs  shop's  then-flat  roof  m  1919, 
For  the  next  40  years  it  traded  as  a  teashop, 
then  being  converted  into  a  carpet  show- 
room. 

When  John  and  Maureen  Furey  bought 
the  unit  {C&D  October  23,  1982,  p755), 
they  decided  to  strip  away  paint  from  the 
inside  of  the  decorative  window  frames, 
leaving  attractive  natural  wood.  A  similar 
operation  is  planned  for  the  outside, 
although  this  is  bound  to  be  costly - 

The  decorative,  floor-to-ceiling  windows 
which  form  two  of  the  teashop's  walls, 
combined  with  cream  decor  and  use  of  spot 
lighting  gives  a  light,  airy  atmosphere. 

Paintings  on  loan  from  the  nearby  Clare 
Gallery  adorn  the  walls.  They  appear  with 
price  cards,  and  several  have  been  sold. 

When  decorating  and  furnishing  the  tea- 
shop,  the  idea  was  to  recreate  the  1920s 
feel  as  authentically  as  possible.  The  Fureys 
were  given  some  unexpected  help  here 
when  one  of  their  dispensary  patients  — 
noticing  proposals  for  the  teashop  in  a  local 
paper  —  introduced  herself  as  a  daughter  of 
the  original  owner! 

Tea-dances  planned 

She  was  thus  able  to  put  the  Fureys  right  on 
details  of  the  original  design.  One  idea 
which  has  been  keenly  adopted  for  future 
use  is  the  re-introduction  of  tea-dances  held 
there  in  the  past.  The  first  of  the  1980s 
charity  versions  is  planned  for  February:  a 
suitable  tea  orchestra  has  been  signed  up. 
Plans  for  Godkins  ran  into  trouble  when 
John  Furey  was  refused  change-of-use  plan- 
ning permission.  Conversion  work  had 
already  been  completed,  but  the  teashop 
had  to  serve  as  a  retail  showroom  while  the 
Fureys  embarked  on  a  nine-month  appeal 
against  the  council's  decision, 
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"The  teashop  is  far  from  ideal  as  a  show- 
room," explains  John  Furey,  "There's  a  lot  of 
'little  nooks  and  crannies  up  there,  which 
makes  it  a  difficult  area  to  police  from  a 
security  point  of  view. 

There  are  also  real  problems  in 
persuading  people  to  come  upstairs  to  part 
two'  of  an  existing  shop.  Besides  which,  we 
felt  sales  coming  from  the  upper  display 
were  mainly  business  that  we  would  have 
got  anyway"  [The  entrance  to  the 
Orangery  is  m  the  pharmacy]. 

During  the  nine-month  wait  for  planning 
approval,  the  Organgery  was  also  used  for 
a  charity  beauty  week.  Student  therapists 
from  the  local  beauty  school  gave  their 
services  free,  and  free  samples  were 
supplied  by  cosmetics  manufacturers.  The 
event  proved  popular  with  the  ladies  of 
Tunbridge  Wells,  raising  some  £900  for 
Save  The  Children. 

"The  council's  argument  m  refusing  us 
permission  as  a  teashop  was  that  people 
would  park  outside,  and  so  cause  con- 
gestion," explains  Mr  Furey  "But  that  )ust 
doesn't  make  sense  to  me, 

"We're  not  setting  out  to  provide  a  full 
restaurant  service  —  for  one  thing  there's 
too  much  competition  from  the  surrounding 
pubs.  What  we  aim  to  provide  is  a  place  for 
a  quick  coffee  break  ,  ,  ," 


The  imposing  ^  ■  im  .  i    t  tli<-  '  Jnnyery 
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Another  potential  hitch  arose  when  the 
time  came  to  talk  to  the  bank  manager 
about  financing  the  project:  "We  had 
already  decided  on  a  premium  pricing 
policy,"  says  Maureen  Furey  "Sixty  pence 
for  unlimited,  quality  coffee,  for  example 
The  bank  manager  felt  strongly  that  no  one 
would  pay  this  " 

He  was,  however,  persuaded  to  let  the 
loan  go  ahead,  and  once  conversion  was 
complete,  the  Fureys  were  treated  to  a 
satisfying  vindication.  "Just  after  we  opened, 
the  bank  manager  called  m  to  see  how  we 
were  getting  on,"  remembers  John  Furey 
"Not  only  were  people  quite  happily  paying 
the  prices  he'd  been  so  worried  about,  but 
we  were  then  so  busy  that  he  had  to  wait  20 
minutes  to  be  seated  and  served'" 

Truffles  a  speciality 

Cakes  and  sandwiches  are  supplied  by  a 
locally-recruited  team  of  homeworkers  who 
deliver  fresh  wares  daily  A  speciality  of  the 
house  IS  a  range  of  home-made  truffles, 
including  scotch,  rum  and  champagne 
concoctions,  as  well  as  the  more  innocuous 
milk  and  dark  chocolate  varieties 

These  are  lovingly  prepared  by  another 
Tunbridge  Wells  resident  —  who  also 
supplies  top  peoples'  store  Harrods!  Gift 
boxes  for  the  truffles  depicting  Godkms  and 
the  surrounding  shops  have  been  drawn 
and  paper-engineered  by  local  artist  David 
Peacock 

John  Furey  is  pleased  with  response  to 
the  teashop  so  far.  The  Organgery  hasn't 
yet  been  advertised  (apart  from  a  small  sign 
on  the  street  outside),  but  has  relied  on 
word-of-mouth  and  personal  recommenda- 
tion. And  it  seems  to  be  working;  "Already, 
after  |ust  five  weeks  trading,  we've 
managed  to  build  up  a  small  circle  of 
regulars,"  says  Maureen  Furey  "What's 
more,  people  do  seem  to  be  getting  used  to 
the  place  as  a  potential  meeting  point." 

Obviously,  Godkms'  dispensary  staff  are 
concerned  that  prescription  customers,  are 
not  left  waiting  so  long  as  to  require  coffee. 
J^owever  —  in  special  cases,  where  perhaps 
SIX  or  seven  items  are  required  —  they  will 
suggest  customers  have  a  coffee  upstairs 

"Patrons  of  the  teashop  all  have  to  pass 
through  the  pharmacy,"  he  adds,  "and  that 
certainly  doesn't  hurt  trade." 

Day-to-day  running  of  the  Orangery, 
which  seats  about  30,  is  handled  by 
manageress  Sue  Field  Part-time  waitresses 
are  also  used  on  busy  Saturdays 

Busiest  times  of  the  day,  as  might  be 
expected,  are  10am- 12  15pm,  and  3pm- 
5pm  Although  the  Fureys  admit  to  be  "still 
finding  our  feet"  after  )ust  five  weeks  in  the 
teashop  business,  the  Orangery  is  already 
taking  £700  per  week 

Pharmacy  staff  hefp  out  in  the  teashop  at 
particularly  busy  times,  with  even  John  and 
Maureen  Furey  being  pressed  into  washing^ 
up  service  on  occasions  |^ 
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Pharmacists 
kept  in  the  dark 

It  IS  disgusting  that  increasing  numbers  ot 
pharmaceutical  manufacturing  companies 
are  withdrawing  some  of  their  products 
without  informing  practising  pharmacists. 
The  general  public  seems  to  get  the  news  of 
withdrawal  of  such  drugs  —  as  well  as  side 
effects,  including  the  number  of  deaths  — 
well  before  pharmacists  get  the  news. 

Where  are  the  representatives  of  these 
companies'^'  The  communication  channels 
certainly  seem  to  be  constipated,  especially 
between  the  companies  concerned  and 
retail  pharmacy  outlets.  Withdrawal  news 
seems  to  reach  the  newspapers  and 
television  well  m  advance. 

Some  examples  of  withdrawn  drugs 
include  Zomax,  Opren,  Osmosin  and  now 
Flosmt,  At  the  time  of  writing  the  latter  two 
still  hadn't  informed  us  of  what  actions  we 
are  to  take. 
D.  Swan 
Clifton,  Notts- 

C&D  usually  carries  the  reguired 
information,  but  it  is  not  always  easy  to 
come  by  —  and  we  agree  that  the  ma)or 
decisions  seem  often  to  be  taken  |ust  after 
we  have  gone  to  press,  leaving  the  mass 
media  to  make  the  headlines  without  there 
being  any  counterbalancing  details  m  the 
professional  Press  —  Editor, 


Direct  selling 


I  felt  that  I  must  write  m  criticism  of 
comments  raised  in  "Topical  Reflections" 
(December  3,  p  1 0 1 5)  referring  to  the  direct 
selling  m  homes  of  food  supplements 
manufactured  by  Nutrilite, 

I  myself  am  a  community  pharmacist 
and  also  a  distributor  of  Nutrilite  products  m 
my  spare  time.  The  company  has  been 
operating  m  the  USA  now  for  many  years 
In  fact  they  were  one  of  the  first  companies 
to  produce  a  multivitamm/mmeral 
supplement  and  are  considered  to  be 
experts  in  their  field. 

The  launch  of  the  range  in  this  country 
has  been  coupled  with  a  tremendous 
information  and  training  programme  for  it: 
distributors  such  that  the  products  are  to  be 
presented  in  a  very  ethical  manner 

In  comparison,  the  maior 
pharmaceutical  companies,  when  they 
produce  a  new  OTC  product,  very  often 
use  extensive  television  advertising, 
together  with  huge  discounts  and  bonuses, 
m  an  attempt  to  persuade  the  pharmacist 
that  they  should  find  room  on  their  shelves 
to  stock  these  new  products.  Sometimes  1 
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wonder  whether  this  has  anything  to  do  with 
ethics' 

With  regards  to  the  benefits  of  multi- 
vitamin/mmeral  supplements,  it  is  true  to  say 
that  if  one  ate  the  right  foods  m  a  well 
balanced  diet  then  you  would  get  all  the 
nutrients  you  need.  The  problem  is,  very 
few  of  us  are  actually  able  to  arrange  this 
mythical  diet,  usually  due  to  such  reasons  as 
improper  selection  of  foods,  poor  eating 
habits,  dislike  of  certain  nutrient-rich  foods, 
dieting,  food  processing  etc. 

For  those  who  are  able  to  get  their  diet 
balanced,  smoking,  drinking,  dress  etc  can 
still  deplete  vitamin  and  mineral  levels  m  our 
bodies. 

The  distributors  of  Nutrilite  products  are 
not  trying  to  tell  people  that  they  need  food 
supplements  ~  the  ultimate  decision  is  the 
customer's  and  rightly  so.  The  products  are 
being  sold  as  nutritional  insurance,  which  to 
me  makes  sense, 
Philip  Bunting, 
Southp<'>rt 

Oh  no  Minister 

At  the  recent  LPC  conference  Mr  A,  Asher 
said:  "If  the  Minister  favours  a  new  contract 
we  should  ask  ourselves  "Why'"r'",  This  was 
not  a  joke. 

Of  the  £  1 ,200m  annual  drug  bill  only 
the  £80m,  of  notional  salary  and  pure  profit 
are  subject  to  DHSS  intervention.  However 
the  £200m  of  contractors'  costs  could  be 
attacked  if  we  were  to  abandon  our  cost- 
plus  contract  in  favour  of  one  which  would 
allow  the  DHSS  more  scope.  This  will  be 
looked  for  m  the  negotiations  to  which  the 
Pharmaceutical  Services  Negotiating 


A  pile  of  mostly  unopened  old  packs  of 
Trasicor  40mg  tablets  returned  to  the 
pharmacy  of  a  Scottish  subscriber.  The 
unwanted  medicines  represent  about  one 
year's  supply  for  the  patient, 


Committee  is  now  committed,  but  are  they 
aware  of  the  threat'^' 

It  seems  clear  to  me  that  original  pack 
dispensing  would  devolve  much  of  our 
present  NHS  function  onto  the 
pharmaceutical  industry  and  so  should  be 
resisted.  However,  we  see  the  chairman  and 
chief  executive  of  PSNC  extolling  the 
virtues  of  "OP"  to  the  industry  —  which 
would  usurp  us  —  and  to  the  DHSS,  who 
would  most  benefit  from  such  a  change. 

I  do  not  expect  PSNC  to  be  disciples  of 
Ned  Ludd,  but  openly  to  advocate  the 
means  to  our  own  obsolescence  shows 
either  a  great  deal  of  altruism  or  myopia. 
A.D.  Castell, 
Ramham,  Essex. 


No  calls 


I  was  somewhat  amused  to  read  the  letter 
from  M.  Godfrey,  an  executive  of  De  Witt 
International,  who  seems  to  take  exception 
to  remarks  about  Chemist  Brokers. 
Whatever  the  problems  were  m  the  past 
with  Food  Brokers  and  Chemist  Brokers, 
some  of  us  do  at  least  have  a  freguent  visit 
from  the  Chemist  Brokers  representative  ~ 
which  IS  more  than  f  can  say  about  De  Witt 
International. 

As  far  as  I  am  concerned,  De  Witt  is  a 
name  associated  with  kidney  pills  and 
nothing  else.  The  last  time  that  I  saw  anyone 
from  De  Witt  was  about  1 5  years  ago  when 
I  was  sold  a  load  of  De  Witt's  throat 
lozenges.  Since  then  —  nothing. 

As  companies  take  on  new  products  for 
distribution,  so  it  seems  that  some  of  us  see 
less  and  less  of  their  representatives.  It  is 
interesting  to  note  the  fate  of  some  of  the 
companies  which  "collect"  agencies.- 
Sangers  Agencies  never  called  —  they  have 
gone.  Who  is  next,  I  wonder? 
Paul  A.  Roberts 
Conwy,  Gwynedd 


School  reunion 
for  Plymouth? 

Some  pharmacists  have  approached  me  to 
arrange  a  reunion  dinner  or  lunch  for 
former  students  of  the  old  school  of 
pharmacy  at  Plymouth,  before  the  numbers 
get  too  depleted. 

Naturally,  before  arranging  this  it  is 
necessary  to  know  what  support  there 
would  be.  Could  I  therefore  ask  anyone 
interested  to  contact  me  at  1  Saltburn  Road, 
St  Budeaux,  Plymouth, 
Mervyn  Madge, 
Secretary,  Plymouth  Branch, 
Pharmaceutical  Society. 
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The  concept  model  for 
Choice  had  Irttleto  do 


You  can  always  expect  more  from 
Macarthys,  and  why  not?  We  have  a  distinguished 
track  record  to  live  up  to.  Our  reputation  for  service 
is  second  to  none  and  we  are  the  people  who 
pioneered  modern  pharmaceutical  wholesaling. 

Our  entry  into  the  field  of  pharmacy 
electronics  typifies  Macarthys  wish  to  offer  our 
customers  greater  and  increased  benefits. 

More  than  technology  Choice  is  a 
spectacular  new  concept  in  pharmacy  computing;  a 
concept  built  on  the  premise  of  options;  a  concept 
that  lives  up  to  its  name. 

Born  out  of  extensive  research  and 
representing  what  our  customers  really  want  Choice 
shouldn't  be  likened  to  any  existing  system.  A  better 
comparison  would  be  the  Swiss  Army  Knife  - 
Choice  is  a  precise  and  integrated  multi-purpose 
tool  with  an  entire  repertoire  of  user  options  -  ready 
for  use  as  and  when  you  need  them. 

Choice  is  purpose  designed  to  suit  and  fit 
into  any  pharmacy  business  office  system,  and  you 
won't  need  to  alter  the  running  of  your  business  to 
obtain  optimum  performance. 

Choice  has  the  versatility  and  flexibility  to 
adapt  to  your  business  needs  offering  real  user 
benefits  that  will  help  make  running  a  pharmacy 
more  efficient,  faster  and  easier  -  but  always 
leaving  you  in  control. 

As  an  integrated  system  Choice  will 
feature  two  primary  and  equally  powerfu 
elements.  First  a  Microcomputer  finely 
configured  for  pharmacy  with 
programs  to  handle  Prescription 
Labelling  Stock  Control  and  day 
to  day  business  procedures.  It 
will  even  play  computer  games 


Secondly  a  PDT*  (Portable  Data  Terminal) 
programmed  for  fast  direct  ordering  with  the  facility 
to  input  data  via  keyboard  or  light  pen  utilising  PIP 
and  Bar  Codes. 

Each  is  a  complete  system  in  its  own  right, 
each  can  and  will  be  offered  for  use  in  an 
independant  form  complete  with  its  own  package 
of  easy  to  use  software  -  friendly  without  resort  to 
unfamiliar  jargon  or  'computereese.'  This  provides 
the  real  key  to  Choice,  everything  is  clearly  laid  out, 
giving  step-by-step  instructions  that  allow  you  to 
learn  while  using  the  equipment. 

Just  one  or  two  hours  spent  with  Choice  will 
help  banish  the  fear  of  complexity  that  so  often 
makes  people  dismiss  the  computer  as  an 
invaluable  aid  to  their  business. 

Choice  is  a  system  with  exciting  growth 
potential,  a  potential  Macarthys  will  continue  to 
develop  and  explore,  introducing  new  programs 
and  ideas  based  upon  the  needs  and  experiences  of 
our  customers. 

Customer  demonstrations  can  be  arranged 
by  contacting  your  local  Macarthys  depot,  and  even 
if  you  are  not  already  a  Macarthys  customer  details 
will  be  supplied  on  request  to:  C.  B.Thompson  MPS, 
Macarthys  Limited,  Chesham  House,  Chesham 
Close,  Romford,  Essex. 


More  than  just  technology 


"Presently  completing  trials.  Available  early  1984 


Society  looks  at  OP 
dispensing 


The  Pharmaceutical  Society  is  to 
consider  in  detail  the  advantages  and 
disadvantages  of  original  pack 
dispensing. 

Expert  advice  will  be  sought  within  the 
community  pharmacy  subcommittee,  the 
Hospital  Pharmacists  Group  Committee  and 
the  Industrial  Pharmacists  Group 
Committee, 

When  the  Council  endorsed  a  Practice 
Committee  recommendation  to  that  effect  at 
last  month's  meeting,  Professor  A.  Beckett 
said  that  it  was  gratifying  to  note  that  some 
progress  was  being  made.  He  had  raised 
the  point  some  months  ago,  that  the  final 
package  going  to  the  patient  should  at  least 
bear  the  identity  of  the  material,  but  he  had 
accepted  that  there  were  difficulties  for  the 
pharmacist  in  breaking  bulk.  The  original 
pack  obviously  had  to  be  the  answer.  He 
urged  that,  in  view  of  the  possible  problems 
arising  if  something  went  wrong  without  the 


identity  of  the  material  being  established, 
the  Society  should  move  guickly  on  original 
packs  and  deal  positively  with  generic 
dispensing , 

Endorsing  Professor  Beckett's 
comments,  Mr  A,  Smith  believed  that 
original  pack  dispensing  had  to  come.  If 
there  were  to  be  strict  product  liability  it 
would  be  forced  on  pharmacists.  For 
generics,  if  there  were  original  packs  plus 
individual  pricing  with  an  adhesive  label, 
pharmacists  would  be  paid  for  the  medicine 
they  actually  supplied,  whether  they 
scoured  the  market  for  the  cheapest  or 
relied  on  guality  and  service.  If  they  wanted 
a  parallel  import  and  the  label  showed  that 
the  place  of  origin  was  other  than  the  UK 
they  would  be  paid  the  appropriate  price. 
The  choice  of  manufacturer  would  be  based 
far  more  on  professional  judgment  than  on 
commercially  biased  judgment. 


Guidance  on 
EEC  proposals 

The  Society  is  to  ask  for  a  meeting 
with  the  Department  of  Health  to  seek 
clarification  of  the  draft  European 
Community  Directive  concerned  with 
mutual  recognition  of  qualifications 
and  the  right  of  establishment  for 
pharmacists. 

It  was  reported  to  the  European 
Economic  Community  (Policy)  Committee 
that  the  European  Pharmacy  Group 
Executive  Committee,  at  its  meeting  m 
Ireland  on  October  24,  1983,  had  had 
before  it  the  final  opinion  of  the  European 
Parliament  on  the  draft  Directive,  which 
included  an  amendment  (known  as  the 
"Prag"  amendment)  stating:  "Further,  each 
member  State  need  not  recognise  these 
diplomas  for  the  opening  of  new 
pharmacies  open  to  the  public,  or  for  the 
operation  of  pharmacies  which  have  been 
open  to  the  public  for  less  than  two  years," 

At  the  meeting  in  Ireland  it  was  thought 
that  the  amendment  would  exclude  anyone 
from  opening  a  new  pharmacy  or  operating 
one  that  had  been  open  for  less  than  two 
years.  However,  it  was  now  clear  that  in  the 
Commission's  view  the  "Prag"  amendment 
prevented  a  pharmacist  from  owning  such  a 
pharmacy  but  did  not  prevent  the  opening 
of  one  which  was  owned  by  a  company  and 
employed,  for  example,  a  French 


pharmacist.  The  Commission's  view  was 
that  m  member  States  whuch  allowed  bodies 
corporate  to  own  pharmacies  -  ie,  Belgium, 
the  UK  and  Ireland  -  it  was  up  to  the  State  to 
regulate  matters,  not  the  Commission, 

It  appeared,  therefore,  that  under  the 
"Prag"  amendment  a  French  pharmacist, 
for  example,  could  form  a  company  to  run  a 
new  pharmacy  m  the  UK,  and  be  its 
employee. 

The  Committee  expressed  concern  that 
the  European  Parliament  had  not  seen  fit  to 
express  a  stronger  opinion  on  the  guestion 
of  geographical  distribution.  The 
Commission  once  again  appeared  to  be 
saying  that  it  was  prepared  to  go  so  far,  but 
that  it  was  up  to  the  member  States  to 
harmonise  domestic  legislation,  eg,  the 
question  of  who  could  own  pharmacies. 

It  was  recognised  that  while  the  views  of 
the  European  Parliament  were  merely  an 
"opinion",  that  opinion  could  be  very 
persuasive.  Since  the  matter  would  now 
probably  go  back  to  the  working  parties  of 
the  Committee  of  Permanent 
Representatives,  any  further  input  into  the 
discussion  would  have  to  be  with 
Government  officials.  The  Committee 
therefore  recommended,  and  the  Council 
agreed,  to  seek  a  meeting  with  the 
Department  of  Health 

Pharmacy  ownership.  Council  discussed 
at  length  the  resolution  carried  at  the  special 
general  meeting  of  the  Society  on  October 
30,  1983,  which  called  upon  Council  to 
organise  a  campaign  to  secure  ownership 


and  control  of  the  profession  by 
pharmacists.  Council  decided  to  resume  the 
discussion  at  its  next  meeting  on  January  1 0 

and  1  1 

Compensation  for  move  to  Lambeth. 

The  Society  has  received  £  1  1 8,366,86 
from  the  Government  m  settlement  of  its 
compensation  claim  and  interest  following 
the  disturbance  caused  by  the  move  from 
Bloomsbury  Square. 

Ingredients  labelling.  Because  of  the 
possibility  of  allergic  reaction  to 
preservatives,  flavourings,  etc,  the  Society 
is  to  ask  for  the  names  of  all  ingredients  of 
medicinal  products  to  be  disclosed.  A  letter 
IS  to  be  sent  to  the  Department  of  Health 
asking  that  disclosure  should  be  made  either 
on  the  label  or  as  a  package  insert  and, 
when  appropriate,  on  a  data  sheet. 
Educating  the  public.  The  Society  is  to 
co-operate  with  the  Association  of 
Community  Health  Councils  in  England  and 
Wales  and  the  Health  Education  Council  m 
exploring  ways  of  educating  the  public  to 
make  the  best  use  of  NHS  resources. 

College  of  Health.  The  Society  is  to  meet 
representatives  of  the  newly  established 
College  of  Health,  to  discuss  its  relationship 
with  pharmacy.  Discussions  are  to  be  held 
with  the  chairman  of  the  college.  Lord 
Young,  and  one  of  his  colleagues. 
Medicines  in  pregnancy.  The  Society  s 
working  party  on  information  to  patients  is 
to  be  asked  to  consider  a  proposal  that 
medicines  should  carry  a  warning  against 
use  during  pregnancy  and  the  "pre- 
conception period".  It  was  reported  to  the 
Practice  Committee  that  the  Society's 
department  of  pharmaceutical  sciences  had 
exchanged  correspondence  with  the 
Crosby  Women's  Action  Group,  whose 
labelling  campaign  had  obtained  the 
support  of  a  number  of  Members  of 
Parliament  and  various  national 
organisations.  After  consideration  of  the 
latest  letter  from  the  action  group  it  was 
agreed  that  the  subject  should  be  referred 
to  the  working  party.  The  working  party  has 
made  its  report  on  information  to  patients 
and  the  report  will  be  published  after 
consideration  of  comments  from  a  number 
of  other  organisations. 
Warning  on  foreign  labelling.  A 
warning  letter  is  to  be  sent  to  a  pharmacist 
who  dispensed  Ventolin  inhalers  labelled 
only  m  a  foreign  language  and  lacking  the 
usual  instruction  leaflet.  The  warning  arose 
from  a  complaint  made  to  the  Society 
When  asked  for  his  comments  by  one  of  the 
Society's  inspectors,  the  pharmacist  said 
that  he  had  begun  to  stock  imported  items 
with  some  reluctance,  and  that  he  only 
purchased  stock  from  bona  fide  suppliers 
He  had  not  known  that  the  imported 
inhalers  contained  no  instruction  leaflet,  and 
in  future  he  would  ensure  that  patients 
received  a  leaflet , 
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Guidelines  on  solvent  misuse.  The 

Society  IS  to  inform  the  Department  of 
Health  that  it  has  no  objections  to  proposed 
guidelines  for  retailers  of  volatile  substances 
liable  to  misuse  However,  the  Society  does 
not  feel  that  the  guidelines  need  to  be 
circulated  within  pharmacy 
LPC  resolution  welcomed.  Council  has 
welcomed  the  resolution  of  the  special 
conference  of  Local  Pharmaceutical 
Committee  representatives  calling  for  the 
NHS  contract  to  be  with  the  "responsible 
pharmacist" 

Evidence  to  Nuffield  inquiry.  The 

Society  has  established  a  working  party  to 
begin  preparing  evidence  on  community 
pharmacy  in  anticipation  of  a  reguest  for 
such  evidence  from  the  Nuffield  inguiry. 
The  working  party  members  are  Mr  lies 
(chairman  of  the  community  pharmacy  sub- 
committee of  the  Practice  Committee),  Mrs 
Stone  and  Mr  P,  Hunt.  Working  parties 
have  also  been  established  by  the  Hospital 
Pharmacists  Group  Committee  and  the 
Industrial  Pharmacists  Group  Committee. 
Public  relations  in  Cornwall.  The 
director  of  public  relations,  Mr  P.  Paul, 
reported  that  a  public  relations  scheme  to 
combat  a  possible  excessive  expansion  -of 
doctor  dispensing  in  Cornwall  had  been 
implemented  within  two  weeks  of  the  matter 
being  drawn  to  the  Council's  attention  on 
November  I .  The  campaign  had  included 
the  production  of  a  notice  reading  "Do  you 
want  us  to  close for  display  by  the 
pharmacies  most  likely  to  be  affected, 
accompanied  by  petition  forms  for  signature 
by  sympathisers.  Explanatory  leaflets, 
setting  out  the  relevant  facts  and 
considerations,  had  been  printed  for 
handing  out  in  pharmacies.  A  meeting  of  all 
the  pharmacists  likely  to  be  affected  had 
been  arranged,  to  brief  them  as  to  the  part 
they  should  take  m  the  overall  effort.  The  PR 
department  had  issued  a  Press  release  to  all 
the  local  newspapers,  television  and  radio 
stations,  accompanied  by  the  explanatory 
leaflet,  and  arrangements  had  been  made 
for  the  vice-president  to  be  interviewed  by 
local  television  and  the  mam  local  daily 


paper  in  the  county 

Pre-registration  salaries.  Council  is  to 
advise  employers  of  graduates  undertaking 
pre- registration  experience  that  they  should 
be  paid  a  salary  similar  to  that  offered  by  the 
major  employers  of  graduates.  The 
following  statement  is  to  be  included  m  the 
pre-registration  tutor's  manual:  "A  survey 
was  conducted  of  1982-83  graduates 
undertaking  pre-registration  experience,  fn 
that  year  a  small  but  significant  number 
were  employed  under  conditions  of  service, 
le,  salaries  and  related  benefits, 
considerably  below  those  enjoyed  by  the 
majority.  The  Council  advises  that  all 
graduates  should  be  given  remuneration 
which  IS  similar  m  total  to  the  salaries  paid 
by  the  major  employers  of  pre-registration 
graduates.  Guidance  is  available  on  reguest 
from  the  Society.  The  guiding  principle  is 
that  a  graduate  must  not  be  exploited". 
Pre-registration  experience.  Changes 
are  to  be  made  m  the  Society's  reguirements 
for  pre-registration  experience.  Reference 
will  be  made  m  the  tutor's  manual  to  the 
need  for  graduates  to  be  able  to 
communicate  adequately  m  oral  English 
before  commencing  the  pre-registration 
year.  This  spring  there  will  be  a  half-day 
seminar  for  first-time  tutors  m  London, 
Bristol,  Edinburgh,  Birmingham  and 
Manchester,  fn  the  Autumn  there  will  be  a 
one-day  seminar  m  each  of  the  Society's 
regions  and  m  Scotland  and  Wales,  with  the 
seminar  programme  centred  on  framing 
and  appraisal  m  practice 
Places  in  pharmacy  schools.  Indication 
has  been  given  that  no  university  schools  of 
pharmacy  will  be  allocated  any  additional 
non-funded  undergraduate  places  for  the 
years  1984  and  1985 
Blood  glucose  equipment.  The  British 
Diabetic  Association  has  confirmed  its 
support  for  the  Society's  opinion  that  blood 
glucose  monitoring  equipment  should  be 
available  on  prescription  form  FP 1 0.  At  a 
loint  meeting  the  Society  is  to  be 
represented  by  Mr  lies  and  Dr  Thomas 
Action  on  Griffiths  report.  A  working 
prii'ty  has         tumiMcl  f.;-)  r-onsider  the 


proposals  m  the  Griffiths  report  on  NHS 
mianagement  and  to  prepare  a  submission  to 
the  Department  of  Health 
Concern  over  homoeopathic  remedies. 

At  a  meeting  between  representatives  of  the 
Society  and  the  British  Homoeopathic 
Association,  the  Association  had  shared  the 
Society's  concern  at  the  way  some 
"homoeopathic"  preparations  were  labelled 
and  marketed.  The  matter  was  to  be  put  to 
the  Association's  council  and  would  be 
considered  further  as  soon  as  a  response 
had  been  received  from  the  Association. 
Drop  in  contributions  to  charities. 
Contributions  to  the  Benevolent  Fund 
during  1983  were  slightly  lower  than  m 
1 982  and  it  was  agreed  that  publicity  was 
needed  to  stimulate  a  continuing  flow. 
During  the  previous  month  seven  special 
contributions  to  the  Benevolent  Fund  had 
totalled  £730.30.  Six  special  contributions 
to  Birdsgrove  House  Fund  totalled  £669. 
BPC  exhibition.  The  exhibition  associated 
with  the  British  Pharmaceutical  Conference 

1 984  m  Southampton  is  to  be  called 
"Pharmex  BPC  '84.  Dragon  Medical  and 
Scientific  Exhibitions  Ltd  have  been 
appointed  to  organise  and  market  the 
exhibition 

Selective  branch  mailings.  Address 
labels  for  pre-registration  graduates  can  be 
produced  without  any  additional  computer 
programming  costs  to  the  Society  so  branch 
secretaries  may  reguest  labels  for  selective 
mailings 

Joint  postgraduate  schools.  The  1 984 

lomt  postgraduate  school  is  to  be  held  at  the 
School  of  Pharmaceutical  Sciences, 
University  of  Strathclyde,  April  9- 1 2.  It  will 
be  the  first  joint  postgraduate  school  to  be 
held  outside  London  and  the  subject  will  be 
designing  and  working  m  clean  rooms.  The 

1985  joint  postgraduate  school  will  be  held 
at  the  School  of  Pharmacy,  University  of 
London,  when  the  topic  will  be  production 
processes  m  tablet  manufacture. 


THE  NORTHERN 
RETAIL  CHEMISTS  EXHIBITION 


Winter  Gardens  -  Blackpool 


30  March  -  1  April  1984 


.  FOR  PROFESSIONAL  BUYERS  ONLY 

Information  and  Tickets  from: 

TRADES  EXHIBITIONS  LTD,  Extiibition  House,  Spring  Street,  London  W2  3RB  Tel:  01-262  2886.  Telex:  25271  (Kenwod)  G.  Trafairs. 
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^SPSGB  STATUTORY  COMMITTF.F. 


Pharmacist  struck 
off  for  drugs  theft 

Last  month  the  Pharmaceutical  Society's  Statutory 
Committee  ordered  a  Wellingborough  pharmacist  to  be 

struck  off  the  Register  for  stealing  drugs.  Reprimands  were 
given  to  a  Birmingham  pharmacist  for  exporting  CD  drugs 
without  a  licence  and  to  two  Welwyn  company  directors  for 
advertising  professional  and  dispensing  services.  And  a 
Norwich  pharmacist  has  been  given  a  chance  to  make  good 
after  forging  prescriptions. 


A  27-year-old  pharmacy  manager  said  to 
have  stolen  drugs  worth  a  total  of  S1994  has 
been  ordered  to  be  struck  off  the  Register, 
The  drugs  came  from  shops  where  he 
worked  in  Northampton  and  Daventry  and 
were  to  stock  a  pharmacy  he  planned  to 
open, 

Mr  Rovindr  Patel,  of  Newcomen  Road, 
Wellingborough,  was  convicted  of  two 
offences  of  stealing  from  Boots  the  Chemists 
Ltd,  when  he  appeared  at  Northampton 
magistrates  court  m  May  1 982,  Last  month 
the  Committee  was  told  that  he  was  sacked 
following  an  investigation  by  the  firm's 
regional  security  officer. 

The  Committee  chairman  Sir  Carl 
Aarvold  said  that  pathetically,  he  had 
thrown  away  all  the  prestige  previous  hard 
work  had  gained  for  him.  He  had  abused 
the  trust  placed  in  him  by  his  employers  and 
shown  himself  to  be  unworthy  of  his 
profession. 

Mr  Patel  did  not  attend  the  hearing:  his 
solicitor,  Mr  Robert  Mac  Andrew,  said  he 
had  become  ill  over  the  offences  and  in 
April  went  to  India  to  recuperate.  But  he 
wanted  to  return  and  work  again  as  a 
pharmacist 

He  said  Mr  Patel  had  applied  to  a 
finance  company  because  he  wanted  to 
open  a  shop  m  Liverpool.  He  took  the  drugs 
to  stock  this  shop  and  had  thrown 
everything  away  m  a  stupid  venture. 

Mr  MacAndrew  said  that  a  probation 
officer's  report  made  at  the  time  of  the  court 
hearing  said  that  Mr  Patel  had  embarked  on 
an  exceedingly  adventurous  financial 
enterprise  and,  out  of  panic  and 
desperation,  took  the  drugs  to  ease  the 
financial  constraint.  He  was  a  very 
intelligent  man  who  had  worked  hard  and 
long  to  secure  a  rewarding  and  stable 
future. 

Detective  Constable  Stephen  Bott,  of 
Northampton  Police,  told  the  Committee 
that  in  statements  Mr  Patel  had  said  that  on 
January  22  he  was  responsible  for  locking 
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up  at  Boots  branch  m  the  Weston  Favell 
Centre,  Northampton.  After  everyone  had 
gone  he  filled  two  carrier  bags  with 
dispensary  stock.  On  January  25,  when 
working  at  Boots  in  Daventry,  he  put  drugs 
into  his  coat  pocket  and  walked  out  of  the 
shop  with  them  when  he  left. 

Mr  Patel  has  three  months  m  which  to 
appeal  against  the  Committee's  order. 


Reprimand  for 
CD  export 

A  Birmingham  pharmacist  who 
exported  large  quanities  of  heroin  and 
morphine  to  Bangladesh  without  a 
licence  has  been  reprimanded  by  the 
Committee. 

Mr  Harjit  Singh  Gill  was  told  by  the 
chairman  Sir  Carl  Aarvold  he  would  have 
had  no  reason  to  complain  if  he  had  been 
struck  off  the  Register. 

Mr  Josselyn  Hill,  for  the  Society,  said  Mr 
Gill  originally  faced  criminal  charges,  but 
those  proceedings  were  dropped.  Mr  Hill 
said  Mr  Gill  had  told  police  he  had  supplied 
the  drugs  to  a  doctor  in  Bangladesh  at  the 
reguest  of  a  stranger  who  called  at  his 
pharmacy  in  1981 . 

Despite  efforts  by  Birmingham  drugs 
squad  officers  and  Interpol  no  trace  could 
be  found  of  the  doctor  who  received  the 
drugs  —  1 50g  of  heroin  and  BOg  of 
morphine 

Mr  Ian  Gold,  solicitor  for  Mr  Gill,  said 
Ills  client  appeared  to  have  made  only  a 
modest  profit  from  the  drugs,  and  was  not 
paid  for  the  last  consignment  he  sent, 

A  former  police  officer  said  he 
investigated  the  matter  after  discovering 
that  Mr  Gill  had  ordered  unusual  amounts 
of  heroin  and  morphine  from  wholesalers. 
Mr  Gill  readily  admitted  exporting  the 


drugs  and  was  surprised  when  told  that  it 
was  illegal  to  do  so  without  a  Home  Office 
licence.  All  the  drugs  had  been  recorded  in 
his  Controlled  Drugs  register. 

"I  ascertained  that  he  exported 
morphine  and  diamorphine  on  six  different 
occasions  between  May  and  September 
1 98 1 ,"  said  Mr  Brown.  Mr  Gill  had  told  him 
he  packed  the  drugs  in  plastic  cash  bags 
and  sent  them  to  a  Dr  Sarma  by  registered 
post. 

Sir  Carl  said  there  was  a  very  grave 
suspicion  over  whether  the  drugs  were 
exported,  but  as  far  as  the  Committee  was 
concerned  that  suspicion  was  irrelevant  to 
the  proceedings.  It  was  difficult  to  see  why 
Mr  Gill  had  supplied  hard  drugs,  "with  a 
complete  lack  of  inquiry  and  a  complete 
lack  of  care"  at  the  request  of  an  unknown 
man. 


Two  guilty  of 
misconduct 

Two  directors  of  a  Welwyn  company 
were  reprimanded  for  advertising 
professional  and  dispensing  services. 

Mr  Andrew  Barnes,  the  37-year-old 
managing  director  and  superintendent 
pharmacist  of  Nina  Barnes  Ltd,  and  his 
mother,  Mrs  Justina  Barnes,  were  found 
guilty  of  misconduct  by  the  Committee.  The 
company  was  also  reprimanded  for 
improper  advertising  m  two  leaflets. 

The  Committee  rejected  allegations  of 
misconduct  against  the  directors  and  the 
company  in  respect  pf  an  advert  and  a 
"plug"  in  two  newspapers.  They  were  also 
cleared  of  improper  advertising  m  a  card 
distributed  to  doctors  in  the  Sf  Albans  area 
giving  details  of  a  late-night  dispensing 
service. 

Council  had  brought  the  case,  saying 
that  in  a  three-year  period  the  company 
received,  and  appeared  to  have  ignored, 
considerable  advice  from  the  Society  and  its 
inspectors  about  advertising. 

Committee  chairman  Sir  Carl  Aarvold 
said  he  and  his  colleagues  were  not  satisfied 
that  the  incidents  complained  of  formed  part 
of  a  deliberate  course  of  conduct. 

Mr  Barnes  said  a  small  article  in  The 
Comet  was  inserted  without  his  knowledge 
or  consent,  and  the  advert  in  the 
Biggleswade  Chronicle  was  larger  than  he 
paid  for. 

Mrs  Barnes  told  the  Committee  that  she 
relinquished  the  post  of  superintendent 
pharmacist  to  her  son  in  October  last  year 
but  admitted  that  she  was  responsible  for  the 
professional  conduct  of  the  company  during 
the  time  of  the  incidents. 

A  further  report  appears  on  p34. 
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Over  the  next  couple  of  months  you'll  be  seeing  more  of  Milk  of  Magnesia 
Tablets  and,  even  more  importantly,  so  will  your  customers. 

It's  all  to  do  with  the  introduction  of  the  bold  new  24,72  and  120  tablet  packs. 
Designed  to  be  noticed  with  stronger  graphics  and  a  clearer  message.  With  the 
contents  of  each  pack  split  into  handy  12-tablet  foil  strips. 

Milk  of  Magnesia  Tablets:  designed  to  make  more  impact  on  your  shelves 
and  more  impact  in  the  £20  million  indigestion  remedy  market. 

We  think  you'll  like  it. 


DIGESTION  AND  HEART! 


MILK  OF 

MAGNESIA 


REGD. 


INDIGESTION 
TABLETS 


PSGB  STATUTORY  COMMITTEEi 


Script  forger 
gets  a  chance 

A  Northwich  pharmacist  who  forged 
prescriptions  when  he  could  not  meet 
repayments  on  money  borrowed  to  set 
himself  up  in  business,  asked  the 
Committee  for  a  chance  to  make  good. 

Mr  Jeremy  Nestor,  who  said  he  was  now 
bankrupt,  appeared  as  a  result  of  conviction 
at  Chester  Crown  Court  in  July  1 982  on 
five  offences  of  forgery  with  intent  to 
defraud  the  National  Health  Service,  Six 
similar  offences  were  taken  into 
consideration. 

The  Committee  postponed  judgment  for 
12  months.  Chairman  Sir  Carl  Aarvold  told 
Mr  Nestor;  "We  have  been  impressed  by 
your  sincerity,  regret  and  anguish."  The 
Committee  was  not  anxious  to  complete  the 
destruction  of  his  career.  At  the  end  of  the 
1 2  months,  it  expected  to  hear  good  news 
of  his  conduct. 

Mr  losselyn  Hill,  for  the  Society,  said 


that  two  different  types  of  offence  were 
involved.  First,  Mr  Nestor  altered 
prescription  forms  by  increasing  the  amount 
of  drugs  to  be  charged  over  that  which  was 
dispensed.  Second,  when  prescriptions 
were  dispensed  and  the  statutory  charge 
made,  the  reverse  of  the  form  was  signed  by 
Mr  Nestor  to  suggest  that  the  patients 
concerned  were  exempt. 

Mr  Clive  Parr,  administrator  of  Cheshire 
Family  Practitioner  Committee,  said  that  m 
February  1 982  he  was  given  information 
about  Mr  Nestor  by  another  pharmacist.  Mr 
Nestor's  monthly  accounts  were  examined 
back  to  March  1 98 1  and  the  first 
assumption  made  was  that  the  amount  of 
prescription  charges  were  much  less  than 
the  norm.  It  was  estimated  that  the  amount 
was  at  least  50  per  cent  down  on  the 
average  collected  by  chemists  m  Cheshire. 

At  least  30  patients  said  that  they  had 
paid  Mr  Nestor  the  charge,  and  that  they 
had  received  the  drugs  as  prescribed  by 
their  doctor,  not  the  altered  amount. 

Mr  Parr  said  that  subsequently  Mr 
Nestor's  solicitors  sent  the  FPC  a  cheque  for 
£  1 ,429  as  reimbursement. 


Mr  Nestor  said  he  had  been  a 
pharmacist  for  20  years,  and  had  never  let  a 
patient  or  an  employer  down.  He  had  sold  a 
shop  to  repay  the  NHS.  He  was  sincerely 
sorry  for  the  way  he  had  behaved  when  he 
was  under  financial  stress.  He  and  his  family 
had  suffered  nearly  two  years  of  mental 
anguish  and  he  was  bankrupt.  But  he  now 
had  a  job  as  a  pharmacist  manager,  and 
keeping  this  employment  was  essential  if  he 
was  going  to  make  good  his  debts. 

He  started  up  m  business  independently 
m  March  1 98 1  and  borrowed  the  money  to 
obtain  the  premises.  But  the  business  did  not 
take  off  as  quickly  as  he  had  expected.  His 
behaviour  was  not  calculated,  and  he  had 
repayed  every  penny.  — 


I  Shop  and  Display  Equipment 

Association  have  revised  their  SDEA 
Members'  Catalogue  of  Shopfittings  and 
Display.  The  fourth  edition  (£  1 )  now 
incorporates  photographs  of  equipment 
offered  by  SDEA  members.  Copies  are 
available  from  the  Shop  and  Display 
Equipment  Association,  24  Croydon  Road, 
Caterham,  Surrey  CR3  6YR. 


N.H.S  APPROVED 


Mcdiciival 
Essence  of  Cinnamon 


^  A  wholly  natural  medicine 

^Reliable  remedy  for  coughs, 
colds  and  influenza 

l  \     ^No  known  side 
effects 

>^mmm_^  I  ^Internationally 
respected 

50ml ,  15()ml  and  250rrd  sizes 
and  in  tablet form. 

AVAILABLE  FROM  ALL  GOOD  WHOLESALERS 
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Families  spend  57p  a 
week  on  medicines 


UK  households  spent  an  average  of  £0.57  a 
week  on  medicines  and  surgical  goods, 
according  to  the  Department  of 
Employment's  latest  Family  Expenditure 
Survey  (HMSO  £14).  This  figure 
represented  0,4  per  cent  of  total  weekly 
expenditure. 

Just  over  one  half  of  the  7,810 
households  taking  part  in  the  survey  had 
bought  medicines  and  surgical  goods,  and 
average  weekly  spending  ranged  from 
£0  19  in  lower  income  households  to  £0.90 
in  those  earning  between  £325  -  £400  a 
week.  NHS  prescription  charges  and 
payments  for  spectacles  accounted  for 
£0. 1  1  of  the  average  figure,  the  rest  being 
spent  on  non-NHS  medical  items.  The 
average  expenditure  m  1 98 1  was  £0.56 


Just  over  86  per  cent  of  the  sample  had 
bought  cosmetics  and  toiletries  and  average 
weekly  spending  on  these  items  m  1 982  was 
£1  .36,  representing  1  per  cent  of  total 
expenditure.  The  range  was  from  £0.41  m 
households  earning  under  £40  a  week  to 
£3.13  m  households  with  an  income  of 
£400  or  more. 

In  1 98 1 ,  the  amount  spent  on  toilet 
requisites  and  cosmetics  was  £  1 .26  per 
week  —  1  per  cent  of  total  expenditure. 

Gross  average  weekly  income  per 
household  was  £  1 76.70  leaving,  after 
deductions  of  income  tax  and  national 
insurance  contributions,  a  disposable 
income  of  £  1 44.30  per  week,  a  rise  of  just 
under  5'/2  per  cent  over  1981 .  The  average 
household  size  m  1982  was  2.7  persons. 


Third  World 

industry  to 
grow? 

Measures  aimed  at  developing  and 
expanding  the  pharmaceutical 
industry  in  the  Third  World  have  been 
agreed  by  representatives  of  over  70 
developed  and  developing  countries. 

Offers  to  share  their  technology  with 
developing  countries  were  made  by  a 
number  of  participants  at  a  UNIDO 
conference  m  Hungary  last  year.  The  offers, 
however,  did  not  cover  all  of  the  26 
essential  drugs  in  the  UNIDO  illustrative  list 

Some  participants  stressed  that  the  aim 
of  the  transfer  of  technology  should  be  to 
arrive  at  full  integration  from  raw  materials 
to  bulk  drugs  and  to  dosage  forms.  Offers  of 
technology  that  started  from  intermediates 


EEC  to  restrict  US  imports? 

Import  quotas  and  increased  tariffs 
could  be  imposed  on  permanent 
waving  and  setting  lotions,  perfumery 
and  oral  hygiene  products  as  part  of 
the  European  Economic  Community's 
trade  war  with  the  USA  over 
restrictions  on  steel  from  Europe. 

The  restrictions  are  part  of  a  package 
proposed  by  the  European  Commission  to 
member  states  if  the  USA  does  not  relax  its 
barriers  to  steel  exports  by  mid-January. 

C&D  understands  the  Government  is 
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opposed  to  these  proposals. 

Although  this  market  is  sufficiently  large 
for  restrictions  on  it  to  counterbalance 
American  steel  restrictions,  many 
multinationals,  some  of  them  British  owned, 
use  American  intermediates  to  manufacture 
hair  and  beauty  products.  The  effect  of  a 
ban  on  the  import  of  these  products  would 
therefore  not  be  restricted  to  America. 

No  decision  has  yet  been  taken  by  the 
Commission:  member  governments  are  still 
considering  the  matter. 


were  insufficient  because  they  did  not  solve 
either  the  problems  of  pricing  or  of 
production  of  intermediates  and  bulk  drugs 
m  developing  countries. 

The  conference  focused  on  availability, 
pricing  and  transfer  of  technology  for  bulk 
drugs  and  their  intermediates,  and 
contractual  arrangements  for  the  transfer  of 
technology. 

It  also  considered  two  new  issues 
relating  to  the  production  of  vaccines  m 
developing  countries  and  the  need  for 
greater  processing  of  medicinal  plants. 

The  conference  recommended  that 
UNIDO  should  initiate  the  compilation  of 
both  a  data-base  and  a  directory  on  plants 
used  as  therapeutic  agents  containing  all 
available  information  on  their  use  or  the 
extraction  of  their  active  principles. 

It  was  recommended  that  UNIDO 
should  consider  the  addition  of  vaccines, 
sera  (both  for  human  and  veterinary  use) 
and  immunoglobulins  to  the  existing 
biologicals  in  the  illustrative  list. 


Distributive 
training  fund 

The  distributive  industry  is  to  get  its 
own  training  trust,  using  surplus  levy 
funds  from  the  defunct  Distributive 
Industries  Training  Board. 

The  £2m  trust  is  being  set  up  by  the 
Manpower  Services  Commission,  who  say  it 
should  be  operating  in  the  New  Year. 

The  plan  was  given  the  go-ahead  by 
Employment  Minister  Peter  Morrison,  who 
believes  it  will  prove  to  be  a  practicable  way 
of  ensuring  that  surplus  levy  funds  are  used 
to  promote  adeguate  framing  in  the 
industry. 

MSC  expect  to  see  specific  allocations  to 
the  retail  and  wholesale  sectors  previously 
within  the  scope  of  the  DITB.  The  remainder 
will  be  allocated  to  general  training  and 
education  needs  common  to  both  sectors. 
Nominations  of  trustees  are  already  being 
received  by  the  MSC.  The  trustees  will 
consider  proposals  put  forward  by 
employers,  trade  associations  and  others 
involved  in  training  and  education  in  the 
industry. 

Rates  Bill  help 
for  business 

The  Government's  Rates  Bill,  currently 
before  Parliament,  contains  proposals  to 
allow  business  ratepayers  the  option  of 
paying  by  instalments. 

Local  Authorities  would  also  be  obliged 
to  consult  with  industrial  and  commercial 
representatives  m  the  area  before  setting 
rate  levels. 

The  Bill's  main  purpose  is  to  control 
expenditure  of  high-spending  local 
authorities. 


(second  right)  toured  May  &  Baker's  main 
Dagenham  site  recently.  Weicomed  by 
Gerry  Sanders  (left),  the  company's  East 
Africa  manager,  and  managing  director 
Dr  Keith  Humphries,  he  was  joined  m  the 
visit  by  Deputy  Minister  of  Finance  Henry 
Makmot,  and  his  Excellency  Shafiq  Aram. 
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Celltech  deal 
frees  MRC 


The  Medical  Research  Council  has 
signed  a  new  five-year  agreement 
with  biotechnologists  Celltech  ending 
the  company's  exclusive  rights  to 
market  products  derived  from  MRC 
research. 

Ideas  that  have  already  reached  a 
production  stage  springing  from  Celltech- 
funded  development,  will  continue  to 
belong  solely  to  Celltech.  This  applies  to 
about  1 5  potential  products,  says  the 
company. 

Where  general  research  to  which 
Celltech  has  given  support  is  involved,  the 


company  will  be  given  "first  refusal"  on  any 
commercial  possibilities.  About  10  areas  of 
research  come  under  this  heading. 

Finally  the  MRC  now  has  no 
responsibility  to  offer  Celltech  the  chance  to 
exploit  work  in  which  the  company  has 
shown  no  prior  interest.  Celltech  believe 
their  relationship  with  MRC  over  the  past 
three  years  has  been  good  enough  to 
ensure  they  will  still  be  the  chosen  company 
m  many  of  these  cases. 

Commenting  on  the  changed 
arrangement  in  Celltech's  annual  report, 
chairman  J.B.H.  Jackson  says:  "Celltech  and 
MRC  think  that  the  working  bond  between 
the  two  is  so  strong  —  and  indeed  that 
Celltech  is  so  strong  in  its  own  right  —  that 
the  exclusivity  which  was  designed  to 
protect  the  company  in  its  early  years  is  no 
longer  needed. 


Philips  take 
over  Grundig 

The  West  German  cartel  office  is 
expected  to  approve  a  move  by  Philips 
to  increase  their  24.5  per  cent  share  in 
Grundig  to  a  controlling  interest. 

Philips  will  continue  to  operate  Grundig 
as  a  separate  concern,  although  company 
founder  Dr  Grundig  will  be  less  involved  in 
its  management.  I^e  will  continue  to  advise 
on  new  product  development,  however. 

The  Grundig  will  be  controlled  by  a  new 
company  formed  by  Philips  and  a 
consortium  of  Dutch  banks  backing  them  in 
the  deal. 

Financial  details  have  yet  to  be  decided, 
although  Philips  say  negotiations  should  be 
concluded  "shortly".  Final  Philips  holding  is 
expected  to  be  around  5 1  per  cent. 

Philips  Small  Appliances  are  unlikely  to 
be  affected  by  the  change. 


Wholesaler 
profits  down 

Fifty-seven  per  cent  of  chemists' 
wholesalers  and  multiple  retailers  are 
recording  decreases  in  profits, 
according  to  the  latest  ICC  financial 
survey. 

Turnover,  however,  has  increased  m  86 
per  cent  of  cases,  with  wholesalers  suffering 
most  from  this  combination.  The  major 
wholesalers  are  engaged  in  a  price- war  and 
the  survey  sees  little  prospect  for  an  end  to 
the  battle,  with  the  three  largest  companies 
controlling  70  per  cent  of  the  market. 

The  news  isn't  much  better  for  the  retail 


pharmacies.  ICC  report  that  prescriptions 
are  declining  and  chemists'  share  of  the 
toiletries  sector  is  facing  reduction  due  to 
severe  competition  from  the  "cut-price" 
stores.  The  latter,  in  contrast,  show  every 
sign  of  continuing  to  prosper,  at  the 
expense  of  the  chemists.  The  financial 
analysis  covers  over  200  companies 
registered  at  Companies  House. 

757  products 
added  in  1982 

There  were  757  new  consumer 
products  launched  in  1982,  234  of 
which  were  in  cosmetics  and 
toiletries.  The  medicines  sector  saw  39 
new  introductions. 

Cosmetics  and  toiletries  were  second 
only  to  foods  in  terms  of  launch  numbers. 
Eighteen  of  the  launches  m  Cosmetics 
involved  new  sizes,  while  four  were  re- 
launches. One  new  packaging  and  one 
reformulation  also  appear.  There  were  1 4 
new  sizes  in  the  medicines  market,  and  one 
each  of  the  other  categories. 

Across  all  markets,  1 982  showed  the 
most  product  launches  for  four  years,  and  a 
1 4  per  cent  increase  in  1 98 1 's  664  new 
lines.  Nielsen  Researcher  No  3  (£150),  A. 
C-  Nielsen  Co  Ltd,  Nielsen  House, 
Headington,  Oxford  OX3  9BR. 


Retail  prices 

The  Department  of  Employment  retail  prices 
index  for  all  items  reached  34 1 .9  in 
November  1983  (January  1974=  100).  This 
represents  an  increase  of  0.4  per  cent  on 
October  1983  (340.7)  and  an  increase  of 
4.8  per  cent  on  November  1982  (326. 1 ). 


Employee 
power 


Companies  employing  more  than  250 
employees  must  now  include  a  statement  on 
employee  involvement  m  their  annual 
reports.  Conservative  Party  Chairman  John 
Selwyn  Gummer  says  he  will  be 
"profoundly  disappointed"  if  more 
restrictive  Government  action  is  needed  to 
bring  Britain  into  line  with  the  EEC. 

Retail  heads 
failures  table 

1983  was  the  worst  year  on  record  for 
business  failures  —  and  retailing 
headed  the  table  with  a  fatality  rate 
almost  twice  that  of  any  other  sector. 

Company  liquidations  reached  1 2,466, 
up  12  per  cent  on  1982.  Bankruptcies 
affecting  individuals  and  partnerships  rose 
25  per  cent  to  reach  6,82 1 . 

There  were  3,017  liquidations  in 
retailing  —  8.5  per  cent  more  than  m  1 982 
—  easily  outdistancing  the  motor  trade's 
1,615.  Nearly  half  of  all  business  failures 
took  place  in  London  and  the  South  East. 
These  figures  are  collated  by  business 
information  specialists  Dun  &  Bradstreet 

Pessimism  over 
retail  jobs 

Thirty  four  per  cent  of  employers  in 
the  retailing  sector  expect  to  make 
staff  cuts  in  the  New  Year,  while  only 
1 1  per  cent  predict  job  increases, 
according  to  a  Manpower  survey  of 
employment  prospects. 

Although  |ob  prospects  are  usually  more 
depressed  at  the  start  of  the  year,  forecasts 
are  more  pessimistic  than  for  the  same 
period  last  year  when  only  32  per  cent 
expected  |ob  losses.  In  the  last  quarter  of 
1 983  only  one  in  ten  foresaw  staff 
reductions. 

The  proportion  planning  to  expand  the 
workforce  is  actually  higher  than  in  the 
same  period  last  year  (7  per  cent),  but  this 
was  offset  by  the  increase  m  the  number  of 
employers  anticipating  staff  cuts. 

Pessimism  in  retailing  is  in  contrast  to  the 
job  prospects  nationwide.  The  survey  shows 
that  in  Britain  as  a  whole  the  proportion  of 
employers  forecasting  staff  increases  is  the 
most  optimistic  since  1 980  —  1 8  per  cent  as 
against  1 3  per  cent  for  the  first  quarter  of 
1983. 
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INTERNATIONAL  CHEMICAL  COMPANY  LIMITED 

11  Chenies  Street,  London  WC1E7ET.  Telephone:  01-636  8080  (10  lines) 
PRICE  LIST:  Effective  from  January  1st  1984 

PRODUCT 


RETAIL 
UNIT 


UNITS 
PER 
OUTER 


RETAIL 
PRICE 
PER  UNIT 
inci  VAT 


WHOLESALE 
PRICE  PER 
OUTER 
excl  VAT 
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19 
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24 
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24 
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6 
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SOLUBLE  ANADIN 

12 

12 
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19 
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9.66 

425g 

1 

5.04 

3.30 

BISODOL  Tablets 

12 

24 

0.28 

4.40 

30 

24 

0.64 

10.06 

lUU 

19 

1  9C 

1 0.61 

250 

1 

3.97 

2.60 

/-%  1^  9 1 « 

25* 

A 
w 

1.29 

5  07 

\^\jfwMr\j\jwitij  w 

19 

A  70 

A  91 

DRISTAN  Spray 

15ml 

12 

1.24 

9.74 

DRISTAN  Tablets 

12* 

12 

0.79 

6.21 

19 

1 

IP* O \f  f^i  CAD 

O 

1  QQ 

FIBROSINE 

26g 

12 

0.79 

6.21 

FREEZONE 

5.5ml* 

12 

0.79 

6.21 

o 

Oil 

A  /10 

6.76 

25 

12 

0.99 

7.78 

PREPARATION  H  Ointment 

28g 

12 

1.11 

8.72 

51g 

6 

1.69 

6.64 

HAEMORRHOIDAL  Spray 

55g* 

6 

1.99 

7.82 

PREPARATION  H  Suppositories 

6 

12 

0.73 

5.74 

1  9 

1.09 

8.56 

24 

6 

1.95 

7.66 

48 

6 

3.63 

14.26 

SEK 

16g 

6 

1.05 

4.12 

TRAMIL 

12 

12 

0.69 

5.42 

25 

12 

1.09 

8.56 

AniiMc  1-KcNL.H  i^ream 

50g 

12 

0.99 

7.29 

150g 

12 

1.59 

11.71 

MiMDiic  rriciin^in  iviiik 

19 

A 

3.46 

84ml 

12 

0.87 

6.41 

206ml 

12 

1.49 

10.97 

ANNE  FRENCH 

Sachet 

24 

0.35 

5.16 

Glow  5  Face  Mask 

75g 

12 

1.12 

8.25 

ANNE  FRENCH  Moisturiser 

50g 

6 

1.25 

4.60 

IMMAC  Cream 

Sachet 

24 

0.35 

5.16 

28g 

12 

0.79 

5.82 

56g 

12 

1.39 

10.24 

lOOg 

6 

1.79 

6.59 

IMMAC  Lotion  Roll-On 

lOOg 

6 

1.79 

6.59 

Regular 

125ml 

12 

1.39 

10.24 

Cocoa 

125ml 

12 

1.59 

11.71 

IMMAC  Spray  Lemon 

175g 

6 

2.29 

8.43 

Regular 

175g 

6 

2.29 

8.43 

KOLYNOS  Denture  Fixative 

19g 

12 

0.79 

5.82 

49g 

12 

1.33 

9.80 

KOLYNOS  Supervwhite 

30mi 

12 

0.S3 

4.64 

Toothpaste 

50ml 

12 

0.89 

6.56 

'These  products  are  to  be  retailed  through  retail  pharmacies  only. 
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iCOMING  EVENTS! 


BP  Conference 
1984  

The  British  Pharmaceutical  Conference 
1984  is  to  be  held  m  Southampton,  from 
Tuesday  September  1  1  to  Friday 
September  14. 

As  accomodation  is  limited  m 
Southampton,  delegates  are  advised  to 
book  as  early  as  possible.  The  four  hotels 
are:  The  Polygon  Hotel  (headguarters 
hotel),  Cumberland  Place,  Southampton, 
Post  House  Hotel,  Herbert  Walker  Avenue, 
Southampton;  Moat  House  Hotel,  Highfield 
Lane,  Portswood,  Southampton,  and 
Dolphin  Hotel,  High  Street,  Southampton. 
Provisional  conference  programme  is  as 
follows: 

Monday,  September  10 

Everung  Recephon  for  members  attending  their  tirst  conierence 

Tuesday,  September  1 1 

AM  Opening  session  with  president's  address 

PM  Science  sessions  and  professional  session  I  "Pharmacist's 

contnbubon  to  cost-effechve  heafth  care" 

Evening  Civic  reception  at  Southampton  Guildhalt 

Wednesday,  September  12 

/IM  Professional  session  2,  "Medicines  past,  present  and  future/' 
and  Science  sessions 

PMPharmacy  prachce  research  session  and  posters  exhibition, 
science  sessions,  and  science  group  business  meeting 
£ve/T/ng  Conference  banquet  at  Southampton  Guifdhafl 

Thursday,  September  13 

AW  Professional  session  3  "Pharmacy  m  famify  heafth  care," 
science  poster  session,  science  sessions  continue 
PM  Science  poster  session,  Plenary  science  session,  and  hiistory  of 
pharmacy  session 

Friday,  September  14 

AM  Symposium  session 

PM  Conference  tecture,  and  closing  session 

Evening  Conference  Bafl  at  Southampton  Guildhall 

Monday,  January  9 

Macclesiield  Branch.  Pharmaceutical  Society.  Macclesfield 
Postgraduate  Medical  Centre,  at  8  pm  Schoof  of  Pharmacy, 
Liverpool,  on  "Alternative  medicine  esp  homoeopathy" 
East  Metropolitan  and  West  Ham  Branch.  Pharmaceutical 
Society.  Churchill  Room,  Wanstead  Library,  Spratt  HafI  Road, 
Wanslead  E 1  1 ,  at  7  30  pm  Dr  1  P  Watson,  Portsmouth  School  ol 
Pharmacy,  on  "Sleep" 

Swindon  Bronch.  Pharmaceutical  Society.  ICing's  Arms 
Hotel,  Wood  Street,  Swindon,  at  8  pm  Professor  S  Adams, 
Boots,  on  "ibuprofen,  and  the  treatment  of  pam" 

Tuesday,  January  10 

Leicestershire  Branch.  Pharmaceutical  Society. 

Postgraduate  Medical  Centre,  Royal  Inlirmary,  Leicester,  at  8  pm 
Miss  Heffa  Levi,  Weleda,  on  "Homoeopathic  Medicine" 
South  West  Metropolitan  Branch.  Pharmaceutical 
Society.  Lecture  Theatre,  St  George's  Hospital  Medical  School, 
at  7  45  pm  Mr  J  Clarke,  consultant  pfashc  surgeon,  on  "Burns 
treatment"  Joint  meeting  with  focaf  branch  of  the  British  Medical 
Association 

Wednesday,  January  1 1 

Isle  oi  Wight  Branch.  Pharmaceutical  Society. 

Postgraduate  Medical  Centre,  St  Mary's  Hospital,  Newport,  at  b 
pm  Mr  Samuel  Deaken,  on  "Pharmacy  m  paradise" 
London  Branch.  Pharmaceutical  Society.  The  Auditorium, 
The  Wellcome  Building,  183  Euston  Road,  London  NWI ,  at  7  pm 
Discussion  ot  mohons  and  amendments  for  BDM 

Thursday,  January  12 

Lancaster.  Morecambe  Branch.  Pharmaceutical  Society. 

Postgraudate  centre,  Ashton  Road,  Lancaster,  at  7  45  pm  Course 
on  "Aspects  ot  preventive  medicine  —  diet,  obesity  and  dental 
heafth"  Apply  to  R  W  Harrison,  "Tresanton",  2a  Rydal  Road, 
Lancaster,  tel  (0524)61  143 
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Leeds  Branch,  Pharmaceutical  Society,  Golden  Lion  Hotel, 
.^t  8  pm  loint  meeting  with  Leeds  Branch,  NPA 

Manchester,  Salford  and  Trafford  Branch  National 
Pharmaceutical  Association,  Manchester,  at  8pm.  Mr  G  E 
Applebe,  head  ol  Law  L)epartment,  Pharmaceutical  Society  and 
Mr  W  A  G  Kneale,  EEC  liason  secretary  to  the  NPA  on  "Free 
movement  and  pharmacy  in  Europe" 

Reading  Branch,  Pharmaceutical  Society,  Postgraduate 
Centre,  Royal  Berkshire  Hospital,  Reading,  at  7  30  pm  Dr  ]  R.W 
Lyall,  on  "What  about  larmer's  lungs''" 
Society  of  Cosmetic  Scientists,  School  of  Pharmacy, 
Brunswick  Square,  London  WC 1 ,  at  6  30  pm,  Dr  ]  Ferguson, 
Boots  Company  Ltd,  on  "The  significance  of  textural  patterns  ot 
the  skm  surface" 

Advance  Information 

The  Institute  ol  Packaging,  on  Wednesday,  January  18  One- 
day  seminar  "Does  your  shelf  life  cost  too  much''"  Course  tee 
£75  Applications  to  Frank  Pame,  The  Insbtute  of  Packaging, 
Sysonby  Lodge,  Nottingham  Road,  Melton  Mowbray,  Leics  Tel 
0664  500055 

The  Institute  of  Packaging,  Wednesday,  January  25  One-day 
seminar  "Packaging  and  the  retail  market"  Course  tee  £75 
Appilications  to  Enc  Corner,  The  Institute  of  Packaging,  address  as 
■above 

National  Radiological  Protection  Board,  Leeds,  Glasgow 
and  Didcot.  Residential  course  for  competent  persons/radiation 
protection  supervisors  For  respective  venues  and  dates  contact 
Informahonofhcer,  NRPB,  Chilton,  Didcot,  Oxon,  OXl  1  ORO 

British  Homoeopothic  Association,  The  Victory  (Services) 
Associabon  Ltd,  63  Seymour  Street,  London  W2,  Febmary 
1 1-12,  Refresher  course  in  homoeopatfiic  pharmacy  for 
pharmacists  only.  Course  fee  £10.  Apply  to  Mrs  M  ]  Munday, 
general  secretary,  British  Homoeopathic  Association,  27a 
Devonshire  Street,  LondonWlN  IRJ,  enclosing  £10  cheque 
payable  to  BHA 

Macforlane  Conferences  Ltd,  The  Princess  Anne  Theatre, 
Bnhsh  Academy  ol  Film  and  Television  Arts,  on  February  14-15 
One-day  seminars  on  "Planning,  buying  and  selling  TV  in  a 
changing  environment"  and  "An  insider's  guide  to  television 
commercial  production"  respectively  Course  fees  are  £  1 25  for 
one  seminar,  £225  for  both  Inquiries  to  Macfariane  Conferences 
Ltd,  Mappin  House,  1 56  Oxford  Street,  London  W 1 N  7AR 

Pharmacists'  World  Ski  Cup,  Courmayeur,  Italy,  March 
23-26.  Competihons  open  to  all  ages  Scienhiic  meeting  on  "The 
role  ot  sport  in  the  treatment  of  respiratory  disease"  Hotel 
accommodation  including  half  board,  ski  pass  and  social  events 
from  £  100  for  three  nights  Further  delails  from  Mrs  A  de  M-.-nt 
(telephone  01 -508  4489) 


Trade  fairs  and 

Exhibitions 

1984 


Afro  Hair  &  Beauty  '84.  March  17-18, 
Bloomsbury  Crest  Hotel,  Coram  Street, 
London  WC  1 .  UK  black  cosmetics 
industry's  exhibition.  Information  from: 
Trident  Public  Relations  Ltd,  19  Parkstead 
Road,  London  SW15  5HS  (telephone 
01-876  3209). 

Biotech  Europe.  May  15-17,  Wembley 
Conference  Centre,  London.  Details  from: 
Online  Conferences  Ltd,  Pinner  Green 
House,  Ash  Idill  Drive,  Pinner,  Middlesex 
HAS  2AE  (telephone  01-868  4466). 
Biotech  '84.  September  10-12, 
Washington  Sheraton,  USA.  Details  from: 
Online  Conferences  Ltd,  Pinner  Green 
House,  Ash  Hill  Drive,  Pinner,  Middlesex 
HAS  2AE  (telephone  01-868  4466). 
Chemex  '84.  September  9-11,  Cunard 
International  Hotel,  London  W6.  Retail 
chemists  exhibition.  Information  from: 
Trade  Exhibitions  Ltd,  Exhibition  House, 


Spring  Street,  London  W2  ( telephone 
01-262  2886). 

EPoS  Europe  '84.  February  20-22,  Messe- 
Kongress-Centrei  Dusseldorf,  W.  Germany. 
Conference  and  exhibition  on  data 
processing  and  computerisation  in  retailing, 
EPoS  is  held  in  conjunction  with  Euroshop 
'84.  Information  from:  Neillames,  RMDP, 
61  Ship  Street  Brighton,  East  Sussex 
(telephone  0273  722687). 
EPoS  '84.  September  18-21 ,  Cunard 
International  Hotel,  London.  Information 
source  from  EPoS  Europe  '84. 

European  symposium  on  clinical 
pharmacy.  October  19-2 1 ,  Barcelona, 
Spain.  Covering  "The  training  of  pre-  and 
postgraduates  m  clinical  pharmacy"  and 
"Patients  education  and  compliance" . 
Details  from:  Mr  J.  Poston,  182  Llandaff 
Road,  Cardiff,  Wales. 
Frankfurt  International  Spring  Fair 
'84.  February  25-29,  Includes  perfumery, 
cosmetics  and  hairdressers'  requisites. 
Information  from:  Messe-und  Ausstellungs 
—  GmbH,  Erankfurt  am  Main,  Ludwig- 
Erhard-Anlage  1,  POB  9701  26,  6000 
Erankfurt  am  Main,  West  Germany 
(telephone  061 J  7575-364). 
Home  Appliances  International  '84. 
March  11-14,  National  Exhibition  Centre, 
Birmingham.  Domestic  appliances  trade 
fair.  Information  from:  Montbuild  Ltd,  1 1 
Manchester  Square,  London  W1M5AB 
(telephone  01 -486  1951). 
IFSSEC  '84  April  9- 1 3,  Olympia,  London. 
Organised  by  LnternationaJ  Eire,  Security  & 
Safety  Exhibitions  &  Conferences  Ltd, 
Cavendish  House,  128  Cleveland  Street 
London  WIP  SDN  (telephone  01-387 
5050). 

Index  '84.  April  3-6,  Geneva,  Switzerland. 
Exhibition  and  congress  for  non-wovens 
and  disposable  soft  goods  industries. 
Sponsored  by  European  Disposables  and 
Non-wovens  Association,  269  Avenue  de 
Tervueren  (10),  1 150  Brussels,  Belgium 
(telephone  02-762  04  44). 
International  Federation  of  Societies 
of  Cosmetic  Chemists  Congress. 
October  16-19,  Buenos  Aires,  Argentina. 
Information  from:  General  secretary, 
Paraguay  647,  4  °P,  Of.  17  1057 Buenos 
Aires,  Argentina  ( telephone 
31 1-9310/8071/312-9518). 
International  Spring  Fair.  February  5  9, 
National  Exhibition  Centre,  Birmingham, 
International  exhibition  of  giftware  and 
hardware  including  toiletries.  Companies 
offering  shopfitting,  retail  display,  cash 
handling  and  security  systems  are  also 
expected.  Information  from;  Director  of 
public  relations.  International  Spring  Pair 
(Condor),  299  Oxford  Street  London  WIR 
ILA  (telephone  01-499  7324). 
LET  '84.  February  13-15,  Penta  Hotel, 
Heathrow.  Home  computers  exhibition. 
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Organised  by  Wheatland  Journals  Ltd, 
Penn  House,  Penn  Place,  Rickmansworth, 
Herts  WDl  I SN (telephone  0923  774262) 
Ipharmex  '84.  April  12-15,  Genoa,  Italy 
International  exhibition  of  pharmaceutical 
products.  Information  from:  Fiera 
[nternazionale  di  Geneva,  P  Le  ]  F 
Kennedy,  16129  Geneva,  Italy  (telephone 
010  595651) 

Micro  '84.  luly  9- 1 3,  Bloomsbury  Crest 
Hotel,  Coram  Street,  London  WC 1 
International  conference  on  microscopy 
and  exhibition  of  modern  microscopes  and 
ancillary  equipment  Information  from:  The 
Royal  Microscopical  Society,  37  St 
Clements,  Oxlord  OX4  1 AJ  (telephone 
0865  48768) 

National  Hair  and  Beauty  Fair.  March 
I  7- 19,  Winter  Gardens,  Blackpool, 
Information  from:  Trade  Promotion 
Services  Ltd,  Exhibition  House,  6  Warren 
Lane,  Woolwich,  London  SE 1 8  6BW 
(telephone  01 -855  9201) 
New  Century  Packaging.  lune  12  14, 
New  Century  Hall,  Manchester  Exhibition 
and  conference  on  new  materials  and 
techniques  to  be  used  in  the  2 1st  century. 
Organisers:  Institute  of  Packaging, 
Sysonsby  Lodge,  Nottingham  Road,  Melton 


Mowbray,  Leics  LEI  3  ONU  (telephone 
0664  500055) 

Nor'chem  '84.  March  30-April  1 ,  Winter 
Garden,  Blackpool.  Northern  retail  chemists 
exhibition.  Information  source:  as  for 
Chemex  '84  above, 

PEMEC  '84.  September  25-28,  National 
Exhibition  Centre,  Birmingham,  "The 
factory  efficiency  show",  including 
computerised  planned  maintenance 
management  systems  and  automatic 
warehousing  systems.  Information  from: 
Clapp  &  Poliak,  232  Acton  Lane,  London 
W4  5DL  (telephone  01-747  3131) 
Photokina.  October  10-16,  Cologne,  W, 
Germany,  World  photography  fair. 
Information  from:  Messe-und  Ausstellungs- 
Ges  m.b.H.  Koln,  Messeplatz,  Postfach  21 
07  60,  D-5000Koln2I,  Deutz,  West 
Germany  ( teleph  one  022 1  821-1 ) 
POS  '84.  September  1 8-20,  Kensington 
Exhibition  Centre,  London.  Exhibition  of 
below-the-lme  activity,  including  POS 
display,  promotion,  audio-visual,  marketing 
and  printing.  Organiser:  Batiste  Exhibitions 
(5  Prombtions,  Pembroke  House, 
Campsbourne  Road,  Hornsey,  London  N8 
7PE  (telephone  01-340  3291). 
Progress  with  profit.  October  17-19, 


venue  to  be  announced.  National 
conference.  Information  from:  Institute  of 
Packaging,  Sysonsby  Lodge,  Nottingham 
Road,  Melton  Mowbray,  Leics  LEI  3  ONU 
(telephone  0664  500055) 
Retail  Europe  '84.  February  28-March  2, 
Congrescentrum  RAI,  Amsterdam. 
Exhibition,  conference  and  seminars 
covering  new  technology  systems  and 
services  for  retail  and  distributive  trades. 
Organised  by  Itek  Ltd,  Keyersbridge 
House,  Wokingham  Road,  Hurst,  Berks 
RG  lOORY  (telephone  0734  345585). 
Shopex  '84.  June  10-14,  Olympia, 
London.  Exhibition  of  retail  design  and 
display  equipment.  Organiser:  Westbourne 
Exhibitions  Ltd,  Crown  House,  Morden, 
Surrr^Y  SM4  5EB  (telephone  01-540  1101). 
She  Health  &  Beauty  Show.  June  3  7, 
Wembley  Conference  Centre,  London, 
Exhibition  of  health  and  beauty  products. 
Organiser:  Sarah  Frost-Wellings,  10 
Wendell  Road  London  W12  9RT 
(telephone  01 -749  61 71). 
Tectronica  '84.  April  16-17,  Earls  Court, 
London  International  exhibition  for  the 
instrumentation  industry.  Information  from: 
Industrial  and  Trade  Fairs  Ltd,  Radcliffe 
House,  Solihull  (021-705  6707) 
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Post  to 
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Chemist  &  Druggist, 

Benn  Publications, 

Sovereign  Way,  Tonbridge, 

Kent  TN9  I RW 

Telephone  Tonbridge  (0732) 

364422  Telex  95132 

Ring  Andrew  Mogridge  ext 

272  for  further  information 


Agents 


Agents  Required 

To  sell  our  new 
disposable  HEAT 
PACK  to  Pharmacies 
etc.  Good 
commission. 

Please  phone: 
John  Miller 
01  5041788 


Publication  date 

Every  Saturday 
Headings 

All  advertisements  appear  under 
appropriate  headings. 
Copy  date  4pm  Tuesday  prior 
to  puhlir'ation  date 
Cancellation  deadline 
5pm  Monday  prior  to 
publication  date. 


Agencies  Required 


AGENCY 

Available  for  all 
areas,  except 
Lancashire  and  West 
Country. 

Lucrative  addition  to 

range  for 
representative  already 
calling  on 
pharmacists. 

Apply  to 
BOX  C&D  3029. 


Display  /  Semi  Display 

£  1  1 .50  per  single  column 

centimetre,  min  .30mm,  Column 

width  42mm. 

Whole  Page  £990.00 

(26(.)mm  •  1  oOmm) 

Half  Page  £525.00 

( 1 .  '5mm    1 80mm) 

Quarter  Page  £295.00 

{ 1 25inm  ■  88mm) 


Box  Numbers  £2.50  extra 
Series  Discounts 

5%  on  3  insertions  or  over 
10%  on  7  insertions  or  over 
1 5%  on  13  insertions  or  over 
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K  SELLING  m 

COMPLETE 

.'  m 

EXPORT  SERViCE 

ORTING 

UTING  ! 

CONTACT  US  FOR  YOUR:  EXPORT 

.'  e 

REQUIREMENTS  INCLUDING  PROPRIETARY  — 

.  « 

K 

GENERIC  PHARMACEUTICALS  AND  BRANDED 

.  o 
'  z 

i 

—  UNBRANDED  COSMETICS  WORLDWIDE. 

o 

1 

INQUIRIES  FROM  MANUFACTURERS  SEEKING 

'■•1' 

EXPORT  MARKETS  FOR  THEIR  PRODUCTS  ALSO 

< 

WELCOME. 

* 
2 

f^GING  1 

INTERPHARM  EXPORTS  LTD, 

Z- 

i 

216  ST.  JAMES'S  ROAD.  CROYDON, 

■  Z'- 

SURREY  CRO  2BW. 

8 

i 

TELEX:  895T260  TEL:  01-683  1160 

K  EXPORTING  «  PACKAGING  >  FORWAROING  W  lUYINCX  SELLING  M  SHIPPING  *    CXPORTINC  « 
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Prof iessibnal  Prescription 
Computer  Labeiiing 


If  you  had  time  to  ^ 
evaluate  all  the  labelling  ^ 

systems  available  you'd 
probably  come  to  the  same 

conclusion  as  the  NPA 


. .  .'.'the  full  Richardson  system  is 
arguably  the  best  we  have  seen? 

NPA  Pink  Supplement  August  1983 

Why?  . . .  because  it  is  easy  to  use  and  gives  you  freedom  to  alter  as  many  drugs,  and 
cautions  las  you  wish . . .  |and|to  deal  with  any  wholesaler  without  being  tied.  You  can 
choose  a  cassette  or  the  more  advanced  disc  system,  at  prices  from  £  1 135,  and  apart  from 
labelling,  the  versatile  BBC  computer  can  be  used  for  countless  other  business  applications. 
Many  users  claim  that!it|pays  for  itself  withinlmonths.  Can  you  afford  to  settle  for  anything  less? 

John  Richardson  Compaters  Ltd.,  Unit  337,  Walton  Summit,  Bamber  Bridge,  Preston  PR5  8AR.  Tel:  (0772)  323763 


Stock  for  sale 


Video  Rentals 


R  &  M  TAYLOR  WHOLESALERS  LTD 

46  Bruntcliffe  Road,  Morley,  Nr  Leeds. 
Telephone:  Leeds  522171. 

Have  a  large  selection  of  discount  toiletries,  cosmetics, 
perfumes  and  medicines. 

Trade  only 
Hours  of  opening:  8.30-5.30 
Monday-Friday:  8.30-1.30  Sunday 


BRANDED  COSMETICS  & 
PERFUMES 

AT  COMPETITIVE  PRICES 

Come  and  see  our  very  extensive  range 
CASH  &  CARRY:  Monday,  Tuetday,  Thuriday, 
lOam-Spni;  Wednetdoy  &  Soturdoy,  9am-5pni; 

Friday,  I0ain-6pm,'  Sunday,  lOom-lpm. 
We  also  offer  DELIVERY  SERVICE 

C.  T.  MARKETING  LTD. 
New  Tyihe  Street,  Long  Eaton,  Nons. 
Tel:  06076  61517. 
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ALAMI  IMPORT  &  EXPORT  LTD 


HANDKERCHItf S   LOOSE  AND 
BOXED   RANGE  OF  TEA  TOWELS 
JACOUARO  AND  HANOLOOM 
TOWELS   PILLOW  CASES 
YELLOW  DUSTERS  FACE  CLOTHS 
BABY  NAPPIES   TERRY  SOCKS 
|KK«i.  riw^     BULK  INQUIfllES  WEICOME 


HOPEGLAOE  HOUSt 
19  23  KINGSLAND  ROAD 

LONDON  12  8AA 
Tel  01  729  B501  (4lmes) 


VICTORIA  RENTS 
VIDEO  LIBRARIES 

4,000  titles  from  MVi^ 
weekly.  Free  exchange. 

London  -  01-930  6076 
Manchester  -  061-728  2309 
Glasgow  -  041-332  4351 


Trade  Announcements 


Trade  Services 


BRIDGWATER,  SOMERSET 

Large,  double  fronted  shop,  30  foot  frontage, 
premier  position,  next  to  Woolworths.  Suitable  for 
chennist  retail  trade. 

All  vacant  including  2  upper  floors,  new  lease, 
without  premium  or  freehold  available. 

CURZON  GROUP 
13  GREEN  WALK,  LONDON  NW4. 
Telephone:  01-203  3253 


Tablet  Production, 
Liquid  Production, 
Powder  Production, 
Packing  ... 


CON  1  RAc;i  pharmac;hl'  i  icAi.  si;R\  i(:i;.s  [.i.mi  !  i;i) 

l';uk  KiviJ.  (>\(.Tvi.'al,  Kiirlini-on  rriMH.  SuitloiiNhiii.- 
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Shopfitting 

— — ,  'I,     "   --  ---  - 

for  the 

PROFESSIONAL 
approach  to  the  Pharmacy 
trade  contact 

xhopF/ttitm 


Heron  Rd,  Sowton  Ind.  Est.  Exatar, 


f«l.  (0392)37791/2 


V^LUXLINE  SERVICE 


N.P.A  &  NUMARK  APPROVED 

FREE  PLANNING  AND  ADVICE. 
FOR  YOUR  SHOPFITTING 

PROJECT. 


Contact: 

LUXLINE,  8  COMMERCE  WAY, 
LEIGHTON  BUZZARD,  BEDS. 
Tel:  0525  381356. 


Quality  and  original  Continental  System  plus 
total  package  NPA  recommended  NO 
system  matches  UMDASCH  for  quality. 
Prices  pleasantly  competitive.  See  for 
yourself.  .  .  there's  no  obligation. 

Umdasch  Systems,  Apels  Contracts  Ltd, 
Dallow  Road,  Luton,  Beds  L  ill  IF  P. 
Ring  Luton  (0582)  30833  NOW! 


SHOPFirmiG 


Everything  you  need  to  know 
is  in  this  FREE  pack,  sent  by 
return  of  post.  ^^„j:y_ry 

SHOWRAX 

Tower  Works,  Lower  Road, 
Gravesend,  Kent,  DA11  9BE 
Tel:  Gravesend  (0474)60671 


STORE 
FITTINGS 
LIMITED 


For  the  ULTIMATE  in 

pharmacy  design  with 
emphasis  given  to  individual 
requirements. 

Telephone: 
0626  832059 
Nothern  Sales: 
Carlisle  0228  47149 

Allplan  House,  Cavalier  Road, 
Heathfield,  Newton  Abbot, 
Devon  TQ12  6TG. 


^^"■■shopfitting  ltd 


Attractive  nnodular  shopfittings  at  competitive  prices. 
For  a  new  perspective  in  pharmacy  design. 

Telephone:  0392  216606 

Unit4B,  Grace  Road,  Marsh  Barton, 
Exeter,  Devon. 


LEXDRUM 

-     0626   8323Q8  -JS 

WE  OFFER  A  PROFESSIONAL 
SHOPFITTING  SERVICE  FOR  THE: 
RETAIL  PHARMACY- 


LEXDRUM  STOREFITTERS 

Chappie  Rd ,  Bovey  Tracey,  Devonl 

^  0626  832308 


SHOPKIT  Increase  your  sales  power  in  1984  with  our 
January  gondola  offer.  For  only  £87.15  (plus  VAT)  you  can 
have  a  superb  4'  Shopkit  gondola  as  the  first  stage  of  your 
increased  turnover.  There  is  no  limit  to  the  number  of 
gondolas  you  can  have,  even  at  this  low  price,  but  the  offer 
ends  strictly  on  January  31st. 

SHOPKIT, 

50  Ivatt  Way,  Westwood  Industrial  Estate,  Peterborough  PE3  7PN 
Telephone  (24  hour  service)  Peterborough  (0733)  265263. 


opvLAmnm 


CLEAn,  cxciTino 
PERSOnAUSCD  DESIGNS 
ACHIEVE  nORE  PROm 


STYLE,  FLAIR, 
IMAaiNATION  -  SHOP  PLANTTING 
ABU  THE  IMAOE  MAKERS  FOR  THE  PHARMACIST 


R«tall  Af«a; 

PERfUMERY 

•  I'lJjMETICS 

•  TOILETRIES 

•  HAJRCARE 

«  PFRSriNAI  HYLilENE 


L)isplay  equipment 
perfected  and  designed 
for  every  Ret.aii  line 
ALSO  FULL  CONTRACTING 

,=;FR\^rF  ava;:_ab:.f 


•  WORK  TOP  AilEAS 

•  SLIDING  SHELVES 

•  STOCK  SHELVES 

•  BOTTLE  RACKS 

•  SINK  UNITS 

•  CUPBOARDS 
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SEND  FOR  OUR  FREE  COLOUR  BROCHURE  NOW.  OR  ASK  OUR 
LOCAL  CONSULTANfT  TO  PAY  YOU  A  VISIT 

•  1 1  yot.i  have  special  reqiurements  and  it  can  be  drawn,  we  can  make  itj 


SHOP  pummijuo 

HOOTON  ROAD 
WILLASTON 
SOUTH  WIRRAi  ' 
CHESHIRE 
TeL  051  327  6281/2 
ISLE  OF  MAN  OFFICE 
TeL  0624  29829 


0624  29829   
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PATA  secretary 
retires 

Mr  Claude  C.  Green  has  retired  after 
28  years  as  secretary  of  the 
Proprietary  Articles  Trade 
Association.  He  joined  the  PATA  in 
October  1959  as  deputy  secretary  to 
the  late  Mr  H.E.  Chapman. 

Mr  Green  began  his  career  m  retail 
pharmacy  which  he  left  m  1 939  to  join  the 
National  Pharmaceutical  Union  ^  He  was 
later  seconded  to  the  Chemists  Federation 
and  soon  after  the  War  was  appointed  its 
assistant  secretary,  a  position  he  held  until 
the  federation's  dissolution  m  1 959. 

The  late  Mr  H.G.  Moss  wrote  m  1 965: 
"It  was  during  his  period  of  service  with  the 
Federation  that  he  became  particularly  well 
known  amongst  retail  pharmacists  as  a 
result  of  his  work  m  CF  propaganda,  m 
which  he  was  mainly  engaged.  His  sound 
judgment  and  clear  thinking  became 
obvious  to  all  with  whom  he  came  into 
contact." 

When  the  Resale  Price  Maintenance  Co- 
ordinating Committee  was  formed  in  1 960 
Mr  Green  became  its  honorary  secretary, 
and  with  the  committee's  chairman,  Mr 
Leonard  Pagliero,  was  responsible  for  much 
of  the  organised  opposition  to  the  Resale 
Prices  Bill. 

Mr  Green  was  concerned  with  the 
Restrictive  Practices  Court  on  two 
occasions.  The  Chemists  Federation  case 
was  the  first  to  appear  but  disappointingly 
was  lost.  However,  it  proved  a  testing 
ground  for  the  successful  medicaments 


Mr  Brian  T.  Symonds  of  S&S  Chemists 
Ltd,  London,  receives  his  £500  "nest  egg" 
from  Smith  &  Nephew  representative. 
Miss  Etame  Wilson.  The  promotion 
involved  participants  studying  a  photo- 
graph of  the  economy -size  roll  of  Tender 
Touch  cotton  wool  filled  with  50p  pieces 
an^  estimating  the  total  value.  


Mr  Arthur  Humphrey,  sales  representative 
for  nearly  20  years  in  southern  England  for 
Stafford-Miller,  was  the  subject  of  the 
company's  special  "This  is  your  life"  when 
he  retired  recently.  Mr  Humphrey  was  one 
of  the  company's  original  sales  team.  The 
presentation  was  made  at  Stafford-Miller's 
annual  sales  conference  m  Madrid , 


case,  won  after  a  five-week  hearing  m  June 
1970, 

The  Resale  Prices  Act  1 964  required 
each  trade  and  industry  to  register  its 
trading  practices  and  to  prove  before  the 
Restrictive  Practices  Court  that  they  were  in 
the  public  interest.  The  PATA  and  other 
interested  organisations  started  preparing 
the  case  for  medicines  m  1964,  but  one  by 
one  the  other  trades  abandoned  their  cases 
before  reaching  court. 

In  spite  of  the  advice  from  leading 
counsel  that  the  medicaments  case  had  no 
chance  of  success  Mr  Green  was  the  prime 
mover  m  persuading  the  pharmaceutical 
industry  that  it  should  put  its  case  for  OTCs 
before  the  Court,  which  it  did  successfully 
SIX  years  later. 

Much  of  Mr  Green's  spare  time  is  spent 
on  the  bowling  green.  He  is  well  known  m 
Essex  County  bowling  circles,  having  been 
county  secretary  since  1973.  And  he  is 
chairman  of  his  own  club  m  Saffron  Walden, 
Essex. 


No  day  missed 
in  44  years 

After  not  missing  a  day  at  work  in  44 
years  Mr  William  Ewins  retired  from 
pharmacy  at  the  end  of  last  year. 

Mr  Ewm  is  managing  director  of  the 
pharmacy  m  Church  Street,  Abertillery, 
Gwent.  He  took  over  the  shop  as  manager 
m  1939  and  has  been  there  ever  since, 
except  for  a  short  time  m  Bristol  from 
1946-49. 

Mr  Ewms  has  seen  many  changes  m 
pharmacy  over  the  years  and  he  thinks 
things  are  easier  but  not  necessarily  better 
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In  his  early  days  Mr  Ewms  would  work 
up  to  60  hours  a  week  and  50  per  cent  of 
the  time  would  be  taken  up  with  "extemps." 
"I  even  had  to  make  up  a  prescription  for  a 
toothpaste  once." 

Doctors'  prescriptions  were  more 
individualistic  m  those  days,  Mr  Ewin  says, 
amounts  of  individual  ingredients  varying 
for  each  patient. 

During  his  time  m  Abertillery  Mr  Ewms 
has  been  secretary  of  the  local  branch  of  the 
Pharmaceutical  Society  and  chairman  of  the 
Gwent  Pharmaceutical  Committee.  He  was 
also  a  dispensing  optician  until  he  resigned 
recently. 

Mr  Ewms  says  he  will  sell  his  shares  m 
W  I.H.  Ewms  Ltd.  His  successor  is  Mr  Paul 
Tottle,  a  pharmacist  who  moved  from 
hospital  to  Boots. 


John  S.  Kerridge  has  been  appointed  as  a 
deputy  chairman  of  Fisons  and  chairman- 
designate,  from  January  1 . 

It  is  intended  that  he  be  confirmed  as 
chairman  at  the  next  annual  meeting  on 
May  22,  when  Sir  George  Burton  retires. 
Mr  Kerridge  will  combine  the  role  of 
chairman  with  his  present  position  as  chief 
executive. 

He  joined  Fisons  m  1 967  and  has  been 
chief  executive  since  June  1 980.  A  member 
of  the  Council  of  the  Confederation  of 
British  Industry,  Mr  Kerridge  was  appointed 
a  non-executive  director  of  Steetley  pic  m 
November  1983. 

Sir  George  Burton  will  continue  as  a 
non-executive  director  of  Fisons  pic. 

Beatson  Clark  pic.  Mr  John  M.  Thomson 
IS  appointed  a  non-executive  director  Mr 
Thomson  is  a  mam  board  director  of  Brooke 
Bond  Group  pic,  deputy  chairman  of 
London  &  Manchester  Group  pic,  and  a 
non-executive  director  of  Scottish  & 
Newcastle  Breweries  pic  and  J.  Bibby  & 
Sons  pic, 

■  Patrick  Grice  BPharm  (hons),  MPS, 

has  been  appointed  technical  editor  of 
C&D.  Having  studied  at  Nottingham 
University,  he  remained  in  the  city  for  his 
preregistration  year,  working  for  Boots  the 
Chemists.  He  qualified  m  1980  and  joined 
C&D  in  September  1 98 1 . 
John  Clement  has  been  appointed  art 
editor  at  Benn  Publications  Ltd.  His 
responsibilities  include  Chemist  &  Druggist: 
he  IS  in  fact,  the  person  responsible  for  the 
C&D  "new  look". 

A  publishing  designer  and  art  editor  for 
1  1  years,  John  spent  a  year  freelancing  for 
Benns  before  becoming  a  full  time 
employee.  Previously  he  worked  for 
Haymarket  and  Phoebus  (part  of  the  now 
BPCC).  At  Haymarket  he  was  involved  m 
the  re-design  of  Marketing  magazine  and 
the  launch  of  Design  &  Art 
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COMPUTER  SELF  ADHESIVE, 
PEELABLE  DISPENSING  LABELS 


AS  ONE  OF  THE  LEADING  SPECIALIST  LABEL 
MANUFACTURERS  WE  HAVE  THE  FACILITIES  TO 
PRODUCE  THE  RIGHT  SIZE  COMPUTER  LABEL  FOR  YOU 
TO  SUIT  WHICHEVER  COMPUTER  PRINTER  YOU  HAVE 


Prompt  Delivery    wherever  you  are  situated,  we  are  never 
loo  far  from  you  SOS  deliveries  3  -4  days.  Normal  delivery 
1  0  days  max 


Customised  Labels  Special  logo  and  lettering  if  required 
Choice  of  5  ink  colours.  Very  competitive  prices  No 

charges  for  blocks,  artwork  or  delivery 


For  further  details  write  to: 
DIPPOIM  LABEL  COMPANY 

Unit  1  1  Premier  Trading  Est  ,  Dartmouth  Middleway,  Aston, 
Birmingham.  B  7  4AT 


•    Tel.021  359  8183(2 


Wkn  you  want 


yesterday! 


From  ONE  to  whatever  quantity  then  use  our 
SUPERFAST  service  for  a  complete  range  including 
DATING  •  TIMING  •  CODING  •  NUMBERING  etc  . 

Send  for  further  details  and  brochure 


JOHNICLARKEftSONUTD 


BATTERSEA  RD,  HEATON  MERSEY  STOCKPORT.CHESHIRE  SK4  3EN 
TELEPHONE  061  432  9451 

LONDON  OFFICE     31  HOX TON  SQUARE       LONDON  Nl  6NP    TEL  01  7396956 


£3,000  Reward 

will  be  paid  to  anybody  who  can 
name  all  the  new  shops  opened  in 
London  in  November. 


200-300  new  shops 

open  in  London  every  single  month 
we  know  the  addresses  of  all  of  them. 
This  explosive  information  is  available 
to  your  main  competitor  or  to  you, 
who  will  it  be  ...  ? 


Pick  up  the  'phone  and  call 

01-451  2292 

Now! 

Ruth  James,  Mast  Enterprises, 
Suite  4,  37  Christchurch  Avenue, 
London  NW6. 


Martindale  products  that  work  for  you . . . 


Siloxyl 

Antacid  and 
mucosal 
protective  for 
symptomatic 
relief  in 
flatulent 
dyspepsia; 
gastritis; 
abdominal 

distension;  heartburn  of 
pregnancy  or  hiatus  hernia; 
hyperacidity;  peptic  ulcer. 
Available  as  tablets  or  suspension 

TM 

Medilave  mouthwash 

A  pleasant  tasting  non- 
irritant  surface  active  cationic 
antiseptic  solution  for  the 
symptomatic  treatment  of 
sore  mouth  and  throat 
caused  by  superficial 
infections.  Ideal  for  dailv 
oral  hygiene  use. 


Soliwax 

Single-dose 
capsules 
containing 
dioctyl  sodium 
sulphosuccin- 
ate  to  penetrate 
and  soften  wax 
deposits  in  the  ear,  and  to 
prevent  the  ears  from  becoming 
clogged. 


Medised  tablets 

Provide  very 
welcome  relief 
for  adults  who 
suffer  from  the 
problems  of 
nasal  or  sinus 
congestion 
and  pain, 
particularly  at 
bed-time. 


. . .  and  your  customers 


Medilave  mouth  ulcer  gel 

Provides  immediate  pain 
relief  and  aids  the  healing 
process  to  allow  the  sufferer 
to  face  the  day  with 
confidence.  Does 
not  ^^^^"^y^^igf^^ 


Martindale  Pharmaceuticals  Ltd 

Chesham  House,  Chesham  Close,  Romford  RMl  4JX  Essex  Telephone:  Romford  46033 

A  Bntish  ownt'd  aimpdnx'   Medikn  e,  Medised,  Silowl,  Soliwax  are  registered  trademarks 


Medised  suspension 

Formulated  for 
the  treatment 
of  mild  to 
moderate  pain 
in  children, 
and  for  the 
symptomatic 
relief  of 
influenza, 
feverishness 
and  feverish 
colds. 
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Fever 

Headache 

Aches  and  pains 

Watery  eyes 

Nasal  and 
sinus  congestion 

Sneezing 

Runny  nose 

Cough 

Sore  throat 


'i 
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A  unique  package  of  symptoms 
demands  a  unique  pacl<age  of  relief 


New  Comtrex  is  a  breakthrough  from  Bristol-Myers,  one  of 
the  world's  top  ten  pharmaceutical  companies. 

Comtrex  is  formulated  to  relieve  all  the  major  symptoms 
of  coughs  and  colds  and  will  receive  full  television  advertising 
support. 

Comtrex  contains  paracetamol  to  reduce  headache,  pain 
and  fever  phenylpropanolamine  HCI  to  clear  sinuses  and  nasal 
passages  and  chlorpheniramine  maleate  which  relieves  sneezing 
and  a  runny  nose  with  minimal  sedative  and  gastro-intestinal 
side-effects. 

With  the  highly  effective  antitussive,  dextromethorphan 
HBr  (selected  as  an  alternative  to  codeine  to  reduce  the  risk  of 
sedation),  the  Comtrex  tablet  adds  up  to  a  unique  package  of 
daytime  relief.  But  Comtrex  is  also  available  in  capsule  and  liquid 
form  to  suit  your  customers'  needs  at  any  time  -  day  or  night. 


lOr  TIB 


NEW 


COMTREX 


BKISTOL-MYEKS  PHARMACARE* 


Bristoi-Mvers  Pharmacare  Bnstol-Mvers  Pharmaceuticals,  a  division  of  Bristol-Mvers  Co  Ltd  .  Station  Poad,  Langley  Slough  SL3  6EB  •  Trademark,  Authorised  User  Bristol-Mvers  Co  Ltd  €>  1985  Bristol-Mvers  Co  Ltd 

COM  02 


